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The Rio table (above) was 

designed by Charlotte Perriand 

in 1962 for a private house  

in its namesake city. Cassina’s 

reissue, seen here in natural 

oak with a white Carrara  

marble top, is just one of the 

classic pieces returning to  

the market this year. Head to 

page 35 for more.
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Furniture 
Makes  
It Modern 

The quote above appears in the British designer’s 

recent tome, A Book of Things, in reference to the  

marketplace’s affinity for the Glo-ball lighting pieces 

he created for Flos in 1998. As he gratefully nods to the 

collection’s persistent success over the past 17 years, 

Morrison acknowledges that he can’t pinpoint exactly 

why it remains a best seller—noting also that if  

he could, he would like to repeat such a favorable 

outcome more often. 

It’s intriguing to use the words of a world-renowned 

designer—one with decades of experience developing 

objects for the industry’s most notable companies—as 

a point of discussion about the elusive nature of  

market success. It’s also a proper introduction to this 

issue’s theme, which explores the popularity of certain 

furnishings alongside the newer forms, reconsidered 

production processes, and progressive material inter-

pretations emerging on the horizon.

In the front of the book we share conversations and 

revelations we’ve captured over the past year, as we 

attended furniture fairs and design conferences from 

Milan to New York. We salute exciting explorations  

by up-and-coming talents, from textile designer 

Nadia-Anne Ricketts in the UK (page 36) to Istanbul-

based ceramicist Tamer Nakişçi (page 54). For a more 

seasoned view on the business of making, we chat 

with Erwan Bouroullec, who, with his brother Ronan, 

is pursuing a new collection in wrought iron (page 38). 

Michael Young shares his thoughts on how leaps in 

manufacturing ability, coupled with large brands 

using their considerable muscle, are making way for 

more sophisticated work (page 48). The names of 

design heavyweights, from Achille Castiglioni and 

Charlotte Perriand to Franco Albini and Patricia 

Urquiola, are as resonant as ever, thanks to a crop  

of reissued pieces (page 42). New work from Joseph 

Guerra, Sina Sohrab, Nicholas Karlovasitis, Sarah 

Gibson, Nin Truong (and many more) signal promis-

ing careers to track (pages 44 and 52).

By pausing for a moment to reflect on the past, we 

are reminded that true turning points in design can be 

glossed over in our relentless pursuit of the new. 

Through two profiles in this issue, we consider the 

furniture world of the 1970s as glimpsed through  

the work of Percival Lafer (page 64) and Peter Opsvik 

(page 80). Certainly it’s true that we’ve seen a resur-

gence of that decade’s influence in a number of pieces 

introduced in the past few years, but rather than col-

lect today’s examples in a trendy, superficial presenta-

tion of the era, we prefer to examine how a few 

furnishings of that time emerged through specialized 

research in ergonomics, as was the case with Opsvik’s 

ubiquitous classic, the Tripp Trapp high chair, or how 

flat-packed shipping strategies helped bring Brazilian 

modernism to a larger American audience, as evi-

denced through Lafer’s creations. Historical context 

helps highlight the significance of these moments in 

time, and clarifies for us how truly innovative these 

moments were, through to the lasting impact that’s 

still discernible today.

The process by which people acquire and use  

furniture in real life is, of course, our main concern. 

We salute the act of slow, meaningful collection over 

time, and mixing resources and tools to customize 

and realize personal style. This can mean patiently 

trawling online bazaars to find workable gems under 

tight budgets, as one Massachusetts family did to real-

ize a 168-square-foot outbuilding (page 72). It can also 

mean grouping diverse vintage treasures alongside 

mementos from far-flung locations, as Nicolas Roche 

did in Paris (page 100). Furniture that works within a 

bustling family environment appears in Copenhagen, 

where a designer incorporated her own pieces into a 

renovated Tudor that she shares with three sons, ages 

9 to 14 (page 108). We end with the home of Sheridan 

Coakley, owner of the London-based modern furniture 

purveyor SCP (page 116). Coakley found beauty in a 

sprawling, unloved 1970s bachelor pad in Hampshire 

and transformed it into a living laboratory for the 

pieces he carries in his store (including a Jasper 

Morrison Glo-ball fixture). 

“Living is all about making use of what’s inside us,” 

said Charlotte Perriand, who believed that the 21st 

century would be built by those able to capitalize on 

new technologies while communicating on a global 

scale. Furniture design may seem like a small conver-

sation in the larger discussion about our evolving  

culture, economy, and philosophy, but it’s a clear, tan-

gible expression of how we live in the modern world.

Amanda Dameron, Editor-in-Chief

amanda@dwell.com

Follow me on Twitter: @AmandaDameron

“Success…seems to consist of an object’s ability to 

transform the atmosphere of surroundings in an unusually  

powerful and pleasing way while managing not to exclude  

or overpower the other objects in the room. Though this may  

be the goal of every project, it’s not often the result.”  

—JASPER MORRISON
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life would always be this. 

Then Sanju’s life changed 

forever. She was rescued by

GoodWeave and now goes 

to school with GoodWeave’s 

support. 

Stand with Sanju. Watch 

her courageous story at 

GoodWeave.org.
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Relax in the comfort of timeless fabrics that are simple to  
     clean, fade-resistant and turn any house into a home.  

For inspiration, visit sunbrella.com/croquet





LETTERS

Feedback

Dwell is a progressive magazine that  

I have enjoyed reading for some time.

But I am disappointed in how William 

Lamb references the designing of two 

“dormitory” buildings (above) at 

Haverford College—colleges and univer-

sities that are progressive are not  

building “dorms” or “dormitories,”  

they are building residence halls and 

student housing that provide an envi-

ronment for learning and community  

(Outside, June 2015).  

Ron Butler

Maryland

Editor’s Note: We feel this may just be a 

matter of semantics. We identified the 

buildings as Kim and Tritton Residence 

Halls as the project name and in the story 

text, but used “dormitory” as a generic 

(less jargony?) term elsewhere. 

Having worked in a group home in the 

USA years ago, it was so nice to see  

the care given to create a homelike and 

attractive environment in Paris (right), 

for children who are often viewed as 

Two rounds of applause for the May 

issue. The first one for another series 

of products made in America (Modern 

World, May 2015), the second for a piece 

on the storage of renewable energy 

(Energy 360, May 2015). William Lamb 

and Francesco Muzzi explain and illus-

trate several ways green energy is gener-

ated and stored, mostly in the American 

West. What we might add to their list is 

the availability of energy in the magma 

under volcanoes. Deep drilling in 

Hawaii and in Iceland has reached the 

magma, and there is active research on 

harnessing the energy under Iceland. 

We now know that a massive amount of 

energy exists under Yellowstone, which 

produces a super volcano every 600,000 

years (we are close enough to that event 

to think about it). Talk about renewable 

energy! It would be ironic that Dwell,  

a modern design magazine, should 

encourage research that might help 

solve two problems: the need for renew-

able energy and the defusing of a catas-

trophe that could menace human life.

John Canuteson

Liberty, Missouri

less than, often through no fault of 

their own (Nice Modernist, June 2015).

Elizabeth Driscoll

Posted to Facebook 
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www.sonnemanawayoflight.com

grapes™

U.S. and foreign patents pending

Grapes are luminous LED spheres in multiple 

sizes, arrayed in precise or random patterns, 

in clusters, or as single points of light.  

Seen from the middle or above, the crystal 

appears clear with a subtle luminance.  

Moving below, the crystal facets become 

increasingly apparent, refracting the light 

into a dazzling radiance.



DWELL POLL

We asked 

readers to share 

their outdoor 

spaces with the 

hashtag 

#dwelloutdoor. 

Here are two of 

our favorites:

In the June 2015 issue we profiled 

architecture professor Travis Price, 

who takes his students to remote 

locales to build modern structures 

that reflect the local folklore. 

He’s the Elise Keating of architecture. 

…students studying design not the 

law. —Kelly Dobbs

I thought it looked like Noah’s Ark  

as soon as I saw it! —Celia Allen

The next ark, first prototype.  

—Ron Pulliam

Yeaa...a work of art. Neat. —Bob Guy

To continue the conversation started 

in our Energy 360 article in the June 

2015 issue, we asked: Can neglected 

urban waterways like the Los Angeles 

River and Houston’s Buffalo Bayou 

become thriving greenways? 

ANYTHING is possible in LA...  

—Tyler Gazecki

Channelized and heavily  

disturbed, but sure. —Ryan Kargel

For years I rode a 15-mile stretch 

along Brays Bayou and never encoun-

tered mosquitoes or water stench. 

Did endure attacks by nesting birds 

along the path. Buffalo Bayou, 

depicted here, runs thru prime urban land. Land values are measured in price per 

square foot...$50-$500/SF. Just above this it runs through Memorial Park, larger  

in area than NY’s Central Park, and just as heavily used by our city. Model or not, there  

is a significant move to further augment natural spaces around the metro areas,  

which I am proud to see! —Ken Verrett

They’ve done it in my hometown [Quebec, Canada] and it was a huge success. 

 —Philippe Tremblay
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SPOTLIGHT

@Carlhansenandson on Instagram

It should come as no surprise that we love seeing homes around 

the world featuring classic modern furniture. We are enamored 

with the #globalhomes initiative led by Carl Hansen & Son—

every day they are sharing choice shots, and the winner will win a 

Wishbone Chair. This one, posted by @y.isan, features a perfect 

moment captured in a family home in Japan. We also spy a Tripp 

Trapp—head to page 80 to learn more about that classic piece. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
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Locate a Knoll  

Retailer or Etailer

Available at more than  

50 locations worldwide 

knoll.com/locations

Modern always®

Visit the Knoll  

Home Design Shop

1330 Avenue of the  

Americas, New York

212 343-4190

Presenting the Washington Skeleton™

Side Chair by David Adjaye for Knoll.  

Find inspiration and shop at knoll.com
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Contributors

Dan Rubinstein 
Currently the home and design editor at Departures, Dan Rubinstein lives in  

New York City. He penned the cover story for this issue, featuring Nicolas Roche’s 

kaleidoscopic Parisian home (page 100). “Roche’s apartment truly encapsulates 

the virtues of any design lover: rare and bizarre vintage finds, shots of quirk and 

color, and some good old-fashioned problem-solving. I remain utterly fascinated 

with his Bond-style, mega-groovy bed of unknown origin.”

Favorite piece of furniture: His Vegetal chair from Vitra in black. “I’m a big fan 

of using outdoor furniture indoors when appropriate.”

Kelsey Keith 
We are thrilled to welcome back to the pages of Dwell our former special 

projects editor, Kelsey Keith, who is the editor-in-chief of the website 

Curbed. She visited the Charrier residence outside of Copenhagen (page 

108) at the tail end of an unseasonably hot summer in Denmark. “Though  

I wish I could have brought home a Hans Wegner original as a memento of 

the trip,” she says, “I made do with the best honey I’ve ever tasted, courtesy 

of the Charrier family beehives.”

Favorite piece of furniture: A Charles Pollock-designed executive  

chair for Knoll that she waited to buy until she found just the right color  

combination—a custom ivory tweed upholstery on a black base.

Geoff Manaugh
On his website, BLDGBLOG, Geoff Manaugh writes about architectural specula-

tion and the urban future. His next book, A Burglar’s Guide to the City  

(FSG Originals, Spring 2016), looks at the built environment through the eyes  

of criminals and the police who track them. His second in a three-part series  

on security appears on page 84. As for his thoughts on this issue’s theme of  

furniture, Manaugh writes: “Harry Houdini, the famous escape artist, wrote  

a small book about crime where he describes a method for robbing houses that 

involved furniture—more specifically, a woman hiding inside a sofa. She  

(that is, the sofa that she’s hiding inside) gets delivered to a home; when the 

coast is clear, the woman then pops out, steals all the jewelry and silver,  

crawls back inside the sofa, and, a half-hour later, the delivery crew comes  

back to the house and says they delivered the wrong sofa...They then haul  

her and the (now much heavier) sofa away to freedom. It’s called a ‘sofa job.’” 

Patrick DiJusto 
For this month’s Energy 360 column on the state of solar power (page 56), 

Patrick DiJusto, a book editor at Make: and the author of This Is What You 

Just Put In Your Mouth: From Eggnog To Beef Jerkey the Surprising Secrets  

of What’s Inside Everyday Products, has this to say: “I decided not long ago 

that solar’s future was at least 20 years away. Doing this piece has con-

vinced me that solar is now.” 

Favorite piece of furniture: “I try not to play favorites with my furniture. 

It’s all Swedish (from IKEA), and you know how sulky they can be.”
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©2015 LG Electronics U.S.A., Inc., Englewood Cliffs, NJ. All rights reserved. 

Discover LG Studio appliances at LGSTUDIO.com

Tastefully Yours. 

The best kitchens mirror your personal style. So when you’re passionate about exceptional 

design, you select appliances very carefully. Crafted of only the highest-quality, premium 

materials, every LG Studio appliance is meticulously designed with timeless beauty, 

incorporating thoughtful, innovation features for a kitchen that’s distinctly your own. 
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solarwaterheating101.com

SOLAR WATER 

HEATING

SoCalGas presents the next 

generation of efficiency: solar 

water heating. Solar water heaters 

work with traditional water heating 

systems to deliver hot water day, 

night, rain or shine. The only 

difference is how much energy and 

money you can save each month 

with solar water heating. Start the 

change, learn about rebates, 

savings and more online.

DESIGNED WELL

marklevinson.com

THE MARK    

LEVINSON No585

Transform your listening space 

into a private soundstage with 

the unsurpassed performance of 

the No585 integrated amplifier. 

Equipped with a dedicated 

subwoofer output, advanced 

digital capabilities, and patented 

Clari-Fi technology, audio purity 

has never been so impressive. 

clean, modern, and elegant.  

Each piece is artisan crafted  

in Seattle.

DESIGNED WELL

chikahisastudio.com

CHIKAHISA STUDIO

Modern.  Elegant.  Beautiful. At 

Chikahisa Studio, we are inspired 

to bring timeless beauty into 

everyday life. Our jewelry is  

part art, part fashion, and always 

elegant simplicity. We combine 

organic shapes and textures with 

recycled sterling silver and ethically 

sourced stones. Whether worn  

as a single understated accessory 

or layered for drama, the look is 

and minerals. Luvo thinks you 

shouldn’t have to sacrifice  

nutrition in the name of conve-

nience. Whether you’re just  

getting into eating well or well  

into a long-term commitment,  

this is a relationship with food 

you’ll never regret.

DESIGNED WELL

luvoinc.com

LUVO

Pick up a friend with benefits… 

nutritional benefits. It’s time to 

#GetFresh in the freezer aisle  

with Luvo and their wholesome, 

convenient meals made from  

fresh, nutritious ingredients. 

Delicious dishes that use less of  

the stuff so many of us want to cut 

back on — like sugar and sodium 

— and more of the things we really 

need, including fiber, vitamins,  

Designed Well



I ta ly,  Pugl ia .

www.natuzzi .usNatuzzi blends function and design to create spaces of perfect harmony. 

Spaces conceived to make us feel good and surround us with beauty.

Puglia is what inspires us and always has: 

our land, our muse.

Find the nearest store at us.natuzzi.com

Available at our Natuzzi Italia Flagship Store, 105 Madison Ave. NY, NY 
DQG�RWKHU�ŵQH�UHWDLOHUV�DFURVV�WKH�86$�



Onecollection is a Danish design company that has the sole rights 

worldwide to the furniture of acclaimed Danish architect and designer 

Finn Juhl. The Chieftains Chair, designed by Juhl in 1949, was inspired 

by the shapes found in primitive weaponry. It features a sculptural 

teak and walnut frame and leather upholstery.

store.dwell.com

Chieftains Chair

Finn Juhl is considered the father of Danish modernism. An architect and 

designer, Juhl earned recognition internationally for his organic, sculptural 

idiom and collaboration with cabinetmaker Niels Vodder, leading to 

pioneering methods and techniques for the production of wood furniture.  



jgeigershading.com

info@j-geiger.com

844-JGEIGER

A&D Building

New York

Pacifi c Design Center

Los Angeles

French Quarter

Charleston







One show 
Two venues

Victoria House B1

37 Southampton Row

London WC1B 4DA

The College

12-42 Southampton Row  

London WC1B 4AP

Ticket offer: Use the code

DJDWELL at checkout for 

50% off ticket price

To redeem offer register at 

 thedesignjunction.co.uk/ 

london/register

designjunction
24–27 Sept 2015

London’s leading 
design show returns



A detail shot of Turkish 

designer Tamer Nakişçi’s latest 

collection of tableware. Read 

more on page 54. 
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BeatWoven’s DreaMelody: 

Patterns in Play collection 

features designs derived by 

custom software from musical 

patterns in iconic British pop 

songs, including Queen’s  

“A Kind of Magic” and “Lucy  

in the Sky with Diamonds” by  

The Beatles. The large cushion 

with piping is $450; small 

pillows are $300. 

Super
Sonic

British designer  
Nadia-Anne Ricketts spins 
sound waves into graphic  

textile patterns.

What does your favorite song look like?  

BeatWoven, the music-inspired textile line 

by London-based designer Nadia-Anne 

Ricketts, might just have the answer.

“It’s bizarre, but I always get a bit of a 

color palette in my head when I hear 

music,” says Ricketts, who transforms 

songs into silk using a proprietary software 

that helps her visualize sound. From there, 

the designer intuitively adds color and edits 

the patterns before they’re woven on digi-

tal jacquard looms at a British silk mill that 

dates back to the 18th century. 

“I usually think of an interior story and 

then choose music that fits within that 

story,” says Ricketts of her audiovisual 

inspirations. British pop music served as 

the starting point for the collection she 

debuted stateside at this year’s 

International Contemporary Furniture Fair, 

and she is currently working on a new line 

inspired by jazz, as well as private commis-

sions. Think of it as music for your eyes. 

modern world
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THE HEAD SAYS
YES.
THE HEART SAYS
DEFINITELY, YES.

From $69,800*

A unique expression of Italian design, Maserati Ghibli touches all of the senses, all at once. Its 

hand-stitched leather interior with an array of exclusive options redefines luxury in a sport sedan. 

Its powerful twin-turbocharged V6 engine with up to 404 HP delivers the unforgettable sound and 

thrilling performance that only comes from owning a Maserati. Discover the soul of the Trident.

2015 GHIBLI. EXCEPTIONAL STYLE AND EXHILARATING PERFORMANCE
WITH AVAILABLE Q4 INTELLIGENT ALL-WHEEL DRIVE.

*Maserati Ghibli MY2015 base MSRP $69,800; Ghibli S Q4 MY2015 base MSRP $77,900. Not including dealer prep and transportation. Actual selling price may vary. Taxes, title, license and registration
fees not included. ©2015 Maserati North America, Inc. All rights reserved. Maserati and the Trident logo are registered trademarks of Maserati SpA. Maserati urges you to obey all posted speed limits.

Schedule a test drive: maserati.us



Q&A:
Erwan Bouroullec

The French product designer provides food for 
thought on the new wrought-iron collection he 

and his brother, Ronan, designed for Magis.

illustration by 

Sam Kerr

Since 1999, brothers Erwan and Rowan 

Bouroullec have run an independent  

practice from their Paris-based studio, 

working with furniture brands such as 

Vitra, Kvadrat, and Cappellini. This year, 

they launched the Officina collection with 

Magis, using wrought iron to achieve the 

modern, elegantly functional pieces for 

which they are known. We caught up with 

Erwan at the Milan Furniture Fair to get his 

thoughts on the use of an ancient tech-

nique for a contemporary collection, and 

how production choices hold the power  

to shape the industry.

How did you first approach the idea  

of using a traditional method for a 

contemporary line?

If you compare it to cooking, to play with 

wrought iron is just like having an incred-

ible fish—a beautiful one, like whole tuna. 

You shouldn’t do anything. You should just 

slice it perfectly and maybe bring just a 

little something. Because in the end, 

design techniques are like a flavor or sea-

soning. In the case of wrought iron, you’ve 

got a really, really rare flavor. 

How do you feel it contrasts with more 

common methods or materials, like 

aluminum or powder-coated metals?

It’s so strong because it’s filled with history, 

first. Then also, it’s filled with some 

Erwan and Ronan Bouroullec’s 

new Officina collection for 

Magis includes chairs, stools, 

and tables made with wrought-

iron frames, marking the 

brothers’ first experimentation 

with the material. In this age-

old technique, iron is ham-

mered into shape by hand. 

modern world
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15CA018-14-119551-4

CONCRETE. 
DOMESTICATED.

Lifetime warranty

www.caesarstoneus.com | Fresh Concrete

2015 new collection Raw 
Concrete

Sleek
Concrete



The Officina collection offers 

a range of material options, 

including steel, tempered 

glass, American walnut, 

Carrara marble, Ardesia slate, 

and leather. Shown here are 

the chair and table with galva-

nized, gray metallized frames; 

on the previous spread, a 

black wrought-iron frame is 

paired with a polypropylene 

seat and back.

incredibly primal steps: You see it, ham-

mer it, heat it—fire, melt, poof! Hammer  

it into shape, and that’s it. As soon as we 

were confronted with it, it posed a big 

dilemma. It really took us a while to 

achieve such simplicity.

How do you feel this fits into your  

trajectory of work as a designer?

One responsibility that I understand, more 

and more, is that in the end, we work with 

companies, and those companies are par-

tially in danger. Most of them are European, 

producing locally in Europe, so we have to 

think carefully when we do things. Now, 

with globalization and the movement of 

everything, design has to be much better 

every time. You need to find some clue— 

a reason—to resist local production.

Have you found there are others that 

share your desire for a more organic 

way of producing things?

I’m happy I’m working with some produc-

ers that all have high expectations for good 

design. So, they’ve got different production 

techniques. Some of them are more indus-

trial, some of them are less, but at least 

something that they all share is that if you 

do something, it has to be worth doing it. 

To you, what makes it worth it?

One of the biggest considerations behind 

furniture is to make pieces that are able to 

travel time. If you look at all the production 

of the ’90s and the design, a lot of things 

were not able to do that. They were getting 

old instantly, and they were getting old by 

their visual language, and also by their 

function. They were just not necessary. This 

is one of the worst things you can do for 

furniture. They have to be able to be kind of 

non-temporal. In this regard, I think we 

work with the right partners. 

 “For me, as a product designer, I feel like the  
strongest political action that any citizen makes  
is by buying things. We are buying things all the 

time, and of course, it has a huge, huge  
consequence on the way the world goes.”   

—Erwan Bouroullec, designer

modern world
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Revolutionary storage. Chef-inspired design. 

Presenting the first-ever five-door black 

stainless refrigerator.

kitchenaid.com/bold
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REFRIGERATOR 
FOR THOSE WHO 
REACH FOR MORE    
 THAN THE MILK



Adjustable Table E 1027 for ClassiCon, $1,720 Named for the house she 

shared with partner Jean Badovici, Eileen Gray’s 1927 design is now available 

in the matte-black lacquer finish the designer envisioned. classicon.com

Joy shelf for Zanotta, $3,511 Achille Castiglioni’s rotating shelf unit, which 

first debuted in 1989, was unveiled in two new colorways at this year’s Milan 

Furniture Fair: burgundy and dark blue-green. zanotta.it

840 Stradera table for Cassina, from $3,480 Like the Roman pendulum 

scale that gives it its name, Franco Albini’s 1954 mixed-media writing table—

part of Cassina’s I Maestri collection—is a study in balance. cassina.com 

Tufty-Time ‘15 for B&B Italia, $11,418 for a three-element sectional For its 

10th anniversary, Patricia Urquiola’s modular seating system is reimagined 

with a new pleated cover, arriving to U.S. stores in November. bebitalia.com

Back in production this year, these 
classic reissues prove good taste has 

no expiration date.
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Franco Albini

Patricia Urquiola

New Editions
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Signed, limited edition art from our global marketplace
of independent artists. Start your collection at minted.com

F R E E  S H I P P I N G 
on art 18" x 24" and larger

C O D E :  D W E L L F S

E X P I R E S  1 0 / 1 / 2 0 1 5

MINTED.COM

limited edition art shown:

THE ME A D OWS  by Melanie Severin 

(Lloydminster, Canada) 

30"x40" framed, $325

The perfect time to start a

C O L L E C T I O N .

A M ARKE TPL ACE OF INDEPENDENT ARTIS T S



Jonathan N
esci

Present Perimeter by Jonathan Nesci for 

Patrick Parrish Gallery, from $800 Part of  

a larger collection of tables and accessories, 

Nesci’s limited edition of powder-coated, steel-

frame mirrors combine the geometric forms of 

hexagons, trapezoids, rhombuses, and  

triangles. patrickparrish.com

Not since the days of disco have mirrors 

been this hot. As signs of other movements 

from the 1960s and ’70s continue to 

reemerge through a contemporary filter—

think tufted cushions, pastels, and illustra-

tive, all-over patterns—mirrors, too, have 

become ripe for reinvention as an under- 

examined staple of interior design. 

This was especially evident this spring, 

as the annual orbit of trade fairs saw 

designers introduce pieces that looked 

beyond the form as more than a mere 

reflector. Abstracted shapes, fine materi-

als, finishes, and color-blocked accents all 

made an appearance, as did Op Art pat-

terns and sculptural structures reminding 

Mirror, Mirror
Whether wall-mounted, freestanding,  

or handheld, these adventurous  
sculptural shapes and accents have  
us reflecting upon the traditional  

looking glass.

text by

Aileen Kwun

us that mirrors can take on a dimensional, 

physical, and even space-defining pres-

ence. Functional aspects, too, were  

reimagined, with tactile grips and sturdy 

bases that suggested compact solutions 

and novel placements.

Representing the fairest of them all, the 

following selections challenge our gaze 

upon the conventional mirror—or at least 

make us acutely more aware of it, in a visual 

manner especially #trending among a gen-

eration of Instagram-friendly onlookers. In 

the age of the selfie, it seems, the beauty of 

a reflection lies not only in the eye of the 

beholder, but the apparatus through which 

it’s framed.  

modern world

44 SEPTEMBER 2015�DWELL

best in show

P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 C
L

E
M

E
N

 K
O

IS





H
illa

ry Ta
ym

o
u

r a
n

d
 G

illia
n

 W
ilk

in
s

Jo
seph G

uerr
a a

nd S
in

a S
ohra

b

D
a

n
n

y 
G

ia
n

n
e

ll
a

 a
n

d
 T

a
m

m
e

r 
H

ij
a

z
i

Line 1 by Social+Studies, $3,000 Jagged shapes paired with marble and cop-

per bases give sartorial flair to this collection of mirrors by fashion designer 

Hillary Taymour and stylist Gillian Wilkins. andsocialstudies.com 

Line Mirror by Bower, from $6,500 The curvilinear stripes of this mirror 

lend eye-popping dimension and a groovy Op Art vibe to an otherwise flat 

surface—without creating any unbecoming distortion effects. bowernyc.com

Ora Mirror by Zoë Mowat Design, from $850 Color-blocked accents of brass, 

marble, and painted wood emphasize the rounded border of this series, 

which takes its name from the Latin word for edge. zoemowat.com

Utility Mirror Pocket by Visibility for Good Thing, $24 Available in three 

shapes, these handheld, stainless-steel mirrors are polished to a reflective 

finish then given a colorful, industrial rubber tool grip. goodthingny.com

Zoë M
ow

at 
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Enhances your life, 
along with your home

OF ALL THE GREAT LOOKING FURNITURE, ONLY OURS CAN MAKE YOU LOOK GREAT.

Handcrafted in Sweden from the finest all-natural materials, the beauty of our beds can be 

seen even with your eyes shut. So comfortable, you’ll enjoy a deeper, more productive sleep. 

The sharper mental acuity, boundless energy and improved mood you’ll feel will move you 

like no other piece of furniture can.

hastens.com



With studios in Hong Kong and Brussels, 

British-born designer Michael Young uses 

the latest technological tools to push furni-

ture forward. This year alone, he created a 

chair for Coalesse, launched his own furni-

ture and lighting line, EOQ, and debuted a 

glassware prototype in memory of his dear 

friend (and fellow British expat) James 

Irvine. Here, he shares his take on material 

matters and reveals what he finds so excit-

ing about the business of design today. 

How does experimenting with materials 

play into your practice? 

It’s pretty much the reason my studio is in 

Hong Kong, because you have some great 

factories. Anyone can design a classic chair 

and bang it out and there you go. I think to 

be involved in technology as it progresses 

through time is more relevant. It’s a pretty 

important part of the studio’s ethos to work 

with new precious materials and just prog-

ress, not stagnate. 

We see so many different contempo-

rary designers collaborating with mul-

tiple companies—what’s that doing for 

contemporary design?  

Things seem to be getting more and more 

sophisticated, to be honest with you. You 

look at what’s going on with Magis and 

Moroso and Moooi and Emeco. Design is 

getting better. The manufacturing ability 

and sophistication of objects is growing 

very beautifully. The demand is increasing.  

I think it’s a really good moment where 

designers are now doing better and better 

Young’s <5_MY chair for 

Coalesse, $1,700, is a cutting-

edge carbon-fiber design that 

weighs in at less than five 

pounds. The chair was inspired 

by his work with bicycles, is 

stackable for easy storage, and 

can be customized to match 

any color using an app. 

The prolific Hong Kong designer muses 
on how major brand collaborations  

are accelerating innovation.

illustration by 

Sam Kerr

Q&A:
Michael Young

modern world

48 SEPTEMBER 2015�DWELL

best in show



Showrooms Nationwide

800 873 5673

nanawall.com

Ultra-Thin, Superior Performance: 

The NanaWall SL80/81 Series

The NanaWall SL80/81 Folding Series is the most 

energy efficient aluminum framed thermally broken 

folding system in the world.

Visit NanaWall.com

and search DWELL for 

more projects like this

• Ultra-Thin Frames: 1 7/8” (48 mm) wide

• Superior Thermal Performance: 

Keeps extreme temperatures out when closed.

• NanaWall Floor Supported Technology: 

The system’s main weight is carried by 

the floor track—ensures smoother operation.



work, and technology’s getting more 

sophisticated. This is really a very good 

decade for design. 

Do you think this collaboration runs the 

risk of everything looking too similar? 

There’s definitely a danger of that. How do 

you differentiate with chair design any  

longer? There are so many chairs on the 

market. I don’t think it’s about making a 

difference. It’s about evolution, really. I 

think a lot of the things that Kartell and 

Vitra and Magis are doing are showing that 

level of poetry, using new technologies  

to repeat history. 

Are manufacturing processes where 

furniture design can evolve the most?

Yes. In many ways, most things have been 

done before, and it’s technology where you 

can make that small change. At the end of 

the day, furniture really shouldn’t look like  

it belongs in a spaceship. I love warm, 

authentic aesthetics. I guess the Coalesse 

chair is a fairly modern take on a chair, but 

it’s got its market segment, and that’s it. We 

know the market exists for that particular 

chair, so that’s why it was designed. 

 “History informs you more 
than the future. I don’t 

know what the future is.”  
—Michael Young, designer

Young lauched his EOQ line  

at New York’s International 

Contemporary Furniture Fair, 

showcasing material-driven 

pieces like the Shindo chair 

(left), $2,775, a lightweight 

creation made from 20 layers 

of carbon-fiber twill weaves. 

Chelsea Boy, a protoype  

gin-and-tonic glass (below) 

dedicated to his late friend, 

designer James Irvine, was 

presented at Bar Basso during 

the Milan Furniture Fair.

modern world
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Nin Truong and Christa Thomas

Matali Crasset

Crescendo C2 Maximus for Stilvoll, $4,500–$15,830 A modern reinterpreta-

tion of the traditional writing desk, this piece comes with top-storage com-

partments and legs that can adjust from 21 to 34 inches in height. stilvoll.de 

Contrast for Blk Pine, $1,100–$1,400 The Seattle workshop’s debut furniture 

collection uses a pared down, kit-of-parts construction that allows a lounge 

chair to easily morph into a side bench. blkpineworkshop.com

Self-Made Seat for Campeggi, starting at $259 per cushion The plush poufs 

of this sofa system can be freely stacked and arranged. Each cushion can also 

be carried like a suitcase by its bold, bright orange strap. campeggisrl.it

Fractal for DesignByThem, $188 per unit The eight petals of this modular 

table can be magnetically linked to form a large octagonal surface, or sepa-

rated and aligned into different arrangements. designbythem.com
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Nicholas Karlovasitis and Sarah Gibson

At Your 
Discretion

Flexible and interchangeable, these 
shape-shifting designs can be used in 

varying configurations.
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Find product details at lumens.com/dwell

Lumens means lighting. ™

Better lighting. Better living. 

Offering the web’s best selection of modern lighting, fans and home furnishings. 

Find design-driven lighting from over 300 of the world’s leading brands. 

Expert service, easy returns and free shipping on most items. 

Marimba LED Pendant by Modern Forms

Lumens features great brands like
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Tamer Nakişçi was one of 11 designers 

to be spotlighted in this year’s ICFF Studio, 

a scholarship program and competition  

for emerging talents to take their single 

best prototype on the industry-wide stage  

during ICFF. For his presentation, the 

32-year-old Turkish designer exhibited  

the Relax tabletop collection, a 14-piece 

bone china set with subtle, irregularly 

undulating edges that form a biomorphic 

effect when stacked in multiples. 

“As a designer, I have always been inter-

ested in the relationship between objects, 

spaces, and people,” he says, noting that the 

varying shapes of the plates are meant to 

introduce an element of tactile surprise  

to the everyday.

Since the launch of ICFF Studio 10 years 

ago by the fair’s organizers and Jerry Helling, 

president of Bernhardt Design, the program 

has forecasted the rise of several estab-

lished designers, including Jonah Takagi, 

Ini Archibong, Brad Ascalon, Nolen Niu, 

and Rita Jiang—many of whom have gone 

on to successfully establish their own prac-

tices. Nakişçi, who splits his time between 

London and Istanbul, collaborating with his 

brother at his family’s interiors firm, holds 

similar ambitions. This fall, he plans to bring 

his winning design into production through 

his own independent brand and latest  

venture, Futureisblank.

“I believe that design has the power to 

restore our consciousness and change our 

perspective about the things around us,”  

he says, on the experimental nature of the 

project. “I’m trying to wake people up, and 

take them back to that stage where they 

believe everything is possible, and the 

future is blank.” 

Spotlight: 
Tamer Nakişçi

On the tails of a winning tabletop design, 
an emerging Turkish talent looks  

to the future to establish his own brand.

text by

Aileen Kwun

photo by 

Jamie Chung
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text by

Patrick DiJusto

illustrations by 

Raymond Biesinger

Energy 360:  

The Solar State

Tech breakthroughs are  

bringing solar power  

to the people, and rankling  

electric utilities.

It has been the “power source of the 

future” for at least the past 40 years. It’s 

one of the few things on which people 

agree across the entire political spec-

trum. And thanks to the development of 

more efficient and inexpensive solar 

panels and intelligent infrastructure 

like smart meters and inverters, it looks 

as though solar power’s time in the sun 

has finally arrived. The amount of solar 

photovoltaic power generated in the 

United States has increased from 16,000 

megawatt hours in 2007 to 15,874,000  

in 2014. That thousandfold increase  

has caused electric utilities across the 

country to either panic or seriously 

rethink their business model. 

The chief reason for the disruption  

is that, unlike most other renewable 

sources of energy, solar can be con-

trolled at the homeowner level. Lennar 

Corporation, a major American  > 
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homebuilder, has been looking at inte-

grating “no brainer” solar—photovoltaic  

installations that require next-to-no 

customer involvement—into their 

houses since around 2006. Now, when 

you build or buy in any of their 100-plus 

SunStreet communities, every single 

home is designed from the ground up 

with an integrated solar generating  

system, which produces 70 percent of 

their estimated energy needs. 

This much generating capacity in the 

hands of individuals creates an entirely 

new energy landscape, one that many 

utilities aren’t ready to handle techno-

logically or logistically. From Wisconsin 

to Hawaii, utilities are taking what 

some call punitive action against small-

scale solar power, ranging from 

monthly surcharges to a complete mor-

atorium on new photovoltaic hookups. 

Michael Hyland, senior vice president 

of engineering services at the American 

Public Power Association (APPA), an 

electric utility service organization, 

says, “We have an inkling that many 

utilities will need to review their rates 

and how they have charged for electric-

ity over the past hundred years.” One 

positive change the APPA sees is the 

development of what it calls commu-

nity solar: putting photovoltaics on 

publicly owned land—near landfills, 

airports, parking lots—that can be  

utilized by the entire community. The  

utility will benefit by not having to deal 

with multiple owners and installers, 

and the homeowners will benefit by not 

having to front the cost of their own 

solar installation.

With social and technological inno-

vations like these, the power source  

of the future may finally be ready for  

the present. Or as Hyland puts it, 

“Electricity drives the economy. It is 

sometimes thought of as the eighth 

wonder of the world. So this is really a 

juicy time to get into the industry.”  >   

Bright Side of History
Recent innovations in solar technology have made photovoltaics drastically more affordable and 

accessible to individuals. According to the Solar Energy Industries Association (SEIA), a U.S. trade group, the cost 

of installing residential solar panels decreased 45 percent between 2010 and 2014.

“ Solar’s been around 

for decades, but  

it’s still something  

we’re getting our 

arms around in  

the utility industry.” 

—Michael Hyland, 

SVP of Engineering at 

the American Public 

Power Association

energy 360
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living wall planter 2
simple to hang  •  self watering  •  indoor/outdoor
made in USA from recycled milk jugs

woollypocket.com



The head of a clean energy 

think tank shares his vision.

Q&A:  

Hal Harvey,  

CEO of Energy 

Innovation

What do you think the next five years 

will bring in solar power?

There’s been an extraordinary collapse 

in the price of solar panels in the past 

five years; more than an 80 percent 

price reduction. And the frontiers for 

further price reduction are significant. 

What does it cost to get something engi-

neered, permitted, hooked up? Just as a 

benchmark, the Germans install solar 

panels at half the price that we do 

because they have made further 

advances on soft costs. So a 50 percent 

reduction awaits us by clearing up 

bureaucratic clutter. That is a big deal.

So solar’s big challenge now is to  

clear up this red tape?

Yes. With these dramatic price drops, 

solar becomes a contender for both 

electricity markets and customer  

loyalty. And when you become a main-

stream player, you get grown-up  

enemies. Solar is disruptive to energy 

markets. It used to be that German utili-

ties made all their money in the energy 

markets in the middle of the day when 

prices were high. Then solar comes 

along and the power prices become 

incredibly low because sunshine is free. 

So all the conventional generators  >

Some homebuilders have already committed to making solar panels standard in all new homes.  

Lennar Corporation has put photovoltaic installations on thousands of rooftops in  

more than 100 SunStreet communities in California. The company plans to extend the program  

to Colorado and Nevada soon.

Sun Spots

“ In the near future, 

the question  

won’t be if you have 

solar, but what  

kind you have.” 

—Scott Franklin, 

CEO of Lumos  

Solar, a solar  

module company

energy 360
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start losing money, a lot of money. 

German utilities have lost 75 percent of 

their market value in the past five years 

to solar. If that’s not a wake-up call for 

the utility business, I don’t know what is. 

What’s the solution?

The wrong answer—which some  

utilities are pursuing vigorously—is to 

charge anyone with a solar panel a lot of 

money every month just for the 

privilege of having a solar panel. That’s 

a very bad idea for America because it 

means we’re going to deprive ourselves 

of free energy. It’s bad for homeowners 

because it deprives them of choice. And 

it’s bad for utilities because it’s basically 

telling your customers, “You’re not 

actually customers, you’re hostages.” 

The right way is for utilities to say, 

okay, it turns out there are a lot of ways 

to make electricity, and there are a lot of 

ways to save electricity. Xcel Energy, an 

eight-state utility, is doing that; they’ve 

written a 65-page paper for the 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

saying they want a 40 percent reduction 

in emissions by 2030, and they want to 

be the agency that drives a reinvention 

of the whole business. If we do that, we 

can de-carbonize the grid at essentially 

no cost, something I could not have said 

five years ago. That’s crazy-good news. 

Acknowledging the capacity for individuals to generate their own electricity, Xcel Energy recently unveiled 

a proposal to add 2,400 megawatts of combined large-scale and residential solar energy to its 

Upper Midwest system. If enacted, it would cut emissions 30 percent by 2020, and 40 percent by 2030.

On the Beam

Suggested 

Reading

Energy and Sun, edited by Ludger Eltrop, Thomas Telsnig, and Ulrich Fahl. Jovis, May 2014.

“The Future of Solar Energy,” The MIT Energy Initiative. mitei.mit.edu/futureofsolar  

“Upper Midwest Resource Plan,” Xcel Energy. dwell.com/xcel-energy-plan 
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Furniture designer Percival 

Lafer at his country home in 

Campos do Jordão, Brazil,  

in 2011 (left). Designed in 1965, 

Lafer’s MP-041 series pre-

sented an innovative, modern 

aesthetic, with heavy solid 

hardwood frames and hand-

tufted, pre-formed cushions 

(below). Built to accommodate 

compact, flat packaging, the 

collection also helped mini-

mize shipping costs.
text by

Lisa Skolnik

An 

Unsung

Modernist

Despite a rise to prominence in 

the 1970s, pioneering designer 

Percival Lafer has remained a 

best-kept secret for collectors of 

midcentury Brazilian furniture.
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September

Japan Style, 2015
The Tokyo International Gift Show Is a Design Industry Destination 

With over 2,500 companies displaying the latest in decorative accessories and modern-

design marvels, the Tokyo International Gift Show was a favorite stop this year for Dwell 

editors. We were lucky enough to spend several days perusing the various halls, each 

filled to the brim with independent makers, large technology companies, and young,  

up-and-coming designers. The show takes place twice each year at Tokyo Big Sight, the 

incomparable exhibition center designed in 1996 that will be the future home of the 2020 

Summer Olympics. The Autumn Show, happening from September 2-4, 2015, will  

welcome over 200,000 visitors—a powerful reminder of how influential the Japanese 

design industry continues to be on the world stage. Head online to see a selection of makers 

and objects we glimpsed in January 2015, including these winsome soba choko, or small 

ceramic dipping cups by Maruhiro Inc., shown at left. dwell.com/japan-style-tokyo-2015

Follow the team around the 

modern world on Twitter, 

Facebook, and Instagram!  
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Mention modern Brazilian furniture 

and names like Sergio Rodrigues, 

Joaquim Tenreiro, and Jorge Zalszupin 

come to mind. Yet the most prolific 

Brazilian furniture designer from the 

early 1960s to the mid-1980s is arguably 

Percival Lafer, comparatively unknown 

in the USA despite the examples of his 

work for sale today on 1stdibs and eBay. 

Lafer credits the availability of his 

work here to the 35 Brazil Contempo 

stores that existed stateside from 1970 

to 1985. When he began making furni-

ture in 1961, his vision was to “bring 

good design to everyone, not just the 

intellectual elite” with modern, well-

made pieces that were mass-produced 

and affordable. That he did, with “an 

incomparable product for the price,” 

says Joanne Podell, cofounder of the 

now-defunct retailer. “Percival’s furni-

ture not only captured the modern  

aesthetic of the moment, but was  

exquisitely crafted using gorgeous,  

solid hardwoods that were novel to  

U.S. consumers.” With burnished leather 

upholstery and meticulous finishing 

details, Lafer’s pieces were also big sell-

ers in Western Europe and Scandinavia.

Ironically, Lafer never intended to be  

a furniture-maker. In 1960, as a senior at 

the prestigious Mackenzie Presbyterian 

University College of Architecture in  

São Paulo, he’d already admired Tenreiro, 

Zalszupin, and the then-emerging 

Rodrigues, all renowned for embracing 

Brazil’s nascent design ethos of the mid-

century. But like 2006 Pritzker Prize  

winner Paulo Mendes da Rocha, who 

graduated from Mackenzie in 1954 and 

began making waves with his innovative 

concrete buildings by the early 1960s, 

Lafer planned to practice architecture—

until his father, a furniture dealer, died 

right before his graduation.

While mourning, “my brothers and I 

decided to all work together to insure the 

continuity of the company,” says Lafer. 

“But I didn’t want to do retail, and our 

lines were traditional.” He found solace 

The MP-89 armchair (1970) was 

made with a diagonally cut 

Plexiglas cylinder, fishing net, 

and leather cushions (above). 

A late 1970s ad for the MP-163 

armchair and footrest (1976): 

Dubbed the “Earth Chair” by 

retailer Brazil Contempo, it 

was Lafer’s first design to  

feature an inner structural 

steel frame (below).
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Formed by shaping a preexist-

ing fiberglass mold of a sofa, 

Lafer’s MP-071 armchair (1973) 

exemplifies how an existing 

design can dramatically trans-

form during the production 

process. The addition of a 

foam lining gives comfort to 

the seat. 

 “ My mind is always going a mile a minute, filled with ideas 

on how to make things better, faster, and cheaper, or to 

use materials in a new way.” —Percival Lafer
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they were true originals that only helped 

to expand the market for this kind of 

‘Brazilian look.’ We developed a relation-

ship of great respect for each other.” 

By 1974, Lafer had produced a prolific 

and diverse range of work, including 

the now-vintage MP Lafer sports car, 

kiosks, telephone booths, and fiberglass 

architectural components. In 1985, when 

shipping costs increased exponentially, 

Brazil Contempo stores came to an 

abrupt halt in the States. By then, Lafer 

was immersed in making ergonomically 

correct recliners, which he continues to 

produce today for the home and health-

care markets. “I’ve always been drawn  

to the motion features of furniture,” he 

says. “The engineering and design work 

that goes into its mechanisms is fasci-

nating and fulfilling.” Though chairs are 

once again his present mainstay, he still 

doesn’t necessarily consider himself a 

furniture designer: “I love to make physi-

cal objects, and I’m constantly thinking 

about all the ways I can improve them.” 

in the store’s small custom upholstery 

workroom, where his tinkering yielded 

the streamlined MP-001 armchair, pro-

duced in 1961. A T-shaped steel base 

covered with thin pieces of solid rose-

wood, it had an upholstered seat crafted 

out of layers of foam instead of springs. 

“I made it in a modern way,” explains 

Lafer, noting that the blend of steel and 

wood in his designs was informed by 

the analogous structures of architects 

Oscar Niemeyer and Mendes da Rocha, 

whose work posed “a real departure 

from traditional methods.” In short 

order, the chair was a huge hit and Lafer 

built his first bona fide factory. 

Around that time, Rodrigues, eight 

years Lafer’s senior, introduced his 

now-iconic Mole chair, which Lafer 

notes “influenced not only me, but a 

whole generation.” Rodrigues paid Lafer 

a visit in the late ’60s, after his MP-041 

collection took off. Though he was ini-

tially wary of the seeming similarities of 

their work, recalls Lafer, “He recognized 

The seat support of the MP-129, 

designed in 1976, hangs on  

the upper back beam of its 

solid hardwood frame (below). 

The MP-163 “Earth Chair”and 

matching footstool in light 

beige, and the S1 collection of 

armchairs, sofas, and tables, 

designed in 1975 (bottom).
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A Family Affair

In coastal Massachusetts, a resourceful couple and  
their equally enterprising children use reclaimed materials  
to create a versatile 168-square-foot backyard building.

text by

Justin Ellis

photos by 

Christopher Churchill

project

Lanesville Outbuilding

designers

Tim and Meg Ferguson Sauder

location

Gloucester, Massachusetts

When the Ferguson Sauder 

family—parents Meg, a school 

counselor, and Tim, a design 

instructor, plus kids Cole, 

Olive, and Asher—wanted a 

multifunctional backyard 

addition, they decided to build 

it themselves. Two Liftoff 

chairs by Tim Miller, one of 

Tim’s former students, sur-

round an oil-drum fire pit set 

in granite dug up on the prop-

erty. On the deck, the 

Panamericana chair is by 

Industry of All Nations.

pricewise
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“I choose to build with redwood because the beauty is all there; you just have to 

expose it. Quite honestly, it doesn’t look like anything else. It’s got a depth of color 

and a richness that easily make it the signature of a project. Redwood is such an 

extraordinary natural material, and Nature never repeats herself, so every time 

we use redwood it will be different than the last.” Get inspired by projects that 

architects like Olle Lundberg have built with redwood at GetRedwood.com/Olle.



Tim and Meg Ferguson Sauder had two 

problems: Like many parents, they wanted 

more space for their active family. They also 

needed to get rid of a deteriorating, hornet-

infested storage shed sitting in the yard of 

their home in Gloucester, Massachusetts. 

So the family devised a solution in the form 

of a gift-box-size modern outbuilding that’s 

more of a weekend retreat than simply a 

place to park the lawn mower.  

The project was started out of pure 

necessity. Tim, the creative director of a 

To keep the project close to 

their $10,000 budget, the  

family looked for bargains 

whenever possible. The circu-

lar window was a misorder 

they snagged for 90 percent off 

from a local building supply 

store. The mahogany siding is 

a mix of Craigslist purchases 

and Dumpster finds.  

student design studio at nearby Gordon 

College, where he is also an instructor, 

needed a home studio of his own. The cou-

ple’s children, Cole, 13, Olive, 10, and Asher, 

six, who have an informal business making 

long-board skateboards out of recycled 

wood, needed space to play and tinker. And 

with a large extended family always ready 

to visit them in Gloucester, an idyllic sea-

side town on Massachusetts’s North Shore, 

an extra bed would come in handy. 

As Tim and Meg describe it, building a 

 “ You don’t have to drop $50,000  
to get a cool building.”  
—Tim Ferguson Sauder, resident

better shed turned into a family project and 

an exercise in inexpensive, sustainable 

building. “We wanted to do this as a sort of 

experiment to see what we could do if we 

got to start from scratch,” Tim says.

With the exception of the roof and plas-

tering, Tim, Meg, and their children built the 

168-square-foot space themselves, almost 

exclusively with reclaimed materials. The 

mahogany that wraps the building and 

covers the deck came from a garbage bin, 

as did the oak for the floors, which was 

pricewise
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The outbuilding serves as a 

studio, a guest house, and  

a playroom. A Murphy bed 

sourced from Craigslist was 

customized with a birch  

surround to give it a built-in 

rescued from an apartment renovation 

near the famous Boston watering hole 

Cheers. A porthole-style window came at  

a discount from a building supply outlet.  

The outdoor fire pit was cut from an oil drum. 

The interior is a bright and cozy space 

that alternates functions from design stu-

dio to playroom to guestroom, depending 

on the family’s needs. Tim and Meg found  

a Murphy bed, through Craigslist, that they 

reassembled and covered in birch. Tim 

fished a broken Eero Saarinen Executive 

chair from Knoll out of a Dumpster on cam-

pus; Meg convinced a local auto mechanic 

to repair the fiberglass frame, and they 

reassembled the chair themselves. 

Wanting to add a small bathroom without 

connecting to the sewer or a septic system, 

they found a waterless EcoJohn toilet, also 

via Craigslist, that uses a small propane 

burner to incinerate waste. 

In the 12 years they’ve lived in their 

home, Tim and Meg have taken on a few 

renovation projects. They gutted the interior, 

built new walls, and constructed an out-

door shower for rinsing off after summer 

adventures. “I think we like the challenge  

of saying you can make things really 

appearance (left); a matching 

desk also folds up and away 

(above). A found Eero Saarinen 

Executive chair was restored 

with help from a local auto 

body shop (below).  

pricewise
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Lanesville Outbuilding 

Floor Plan

A Display Cabinet 

B Heater

C Bathroom

D Fold-Out Desk

E Chair

F Cushioned Seat 

G Murphy Bed

An outdoor shower (left) was 

the family’s first construction 

project. “Doing the shower 

made us realize we can build 

things the way we want to 

build them,” says Meg. Design 

details include mahogany and 

granite where the deck meets  

a stone retaining wall (below). 

beautiful without spending tons of money,” 

Tim explains. 

Meg, a counselor at a local school, says 

that the family has always used Craigslist 

to find deals. While the push to use repur-

posed pieces in the outbuilding was driven 

in part by a goal of staying under a $10,000 

budget, she says using ethically sourced 

goods is a daily part of the family’s life. 

When they began the project, in 2012, they 

worked with an architecture student on 

preliminary designs for the space. But Tim 

says they quickly realized their serendipi-

tous approach to materials meant that 

normal planning wouldn’t work. 

In all, the process took about a year. Now 

the patchwork of recycled materials fits 

well with the outbuilding’s multiple roles.  

In the summer, it serves as a hub after bad-

minton games or boat trips on Ipswich Bay, 

which is visible through the sliding glass 

doors. Some evenings, the family packs in 

for movie night, and, in the winter, the chil-

dren play floor hockey and basketball 

inside. “It’s kind of like our playground,” 

says Olive. “When we get bored upstairs, 

it’s like we have a second house.” 
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Made for 

Measure

A 2013 portrait of Norwegian 

furniture designer Peter Opsvik 

in his workshop, a venue he 

finds “more suitable for exper-

iments than the computer” 

(top left). Available in a range 

of colors, the Tripp Trapp 

comes with add-on accessories 

including the Baby Set, which 

Peter Opsvik, a longtime specialist of ergonomics, 

reflects on his iconic 1972 Tripp Trapp chair.

text by

Aileen Kwun

An artful reminiscence of Rietveld’s 

1934 Zig-Zag chair—with a spare, 

wooden geometric frame in the shape 

of a letter Z, and bearing a name 

equally alliterative—the Tripp Trapp, 

designed by Peter Opsvik, distin-

guishes itself from other high chairs  

in that it allows children to sit closer 

and more intimately to the family  

dining table. “I tried to find a chair that 

allowed our [then-] two-year-son  

to sit comfortably together with us  

at the table,” the Norwegian industrial 

designer recalls. “So I had to figure  

out the solution myself.” 

Selling more than 9 million chairs to 

date, the Tripp Trapp has remained in  

continued production since its launch  

in 1972. With movable seat and footrest  

securely seats children from  

6 months to 3 years old. An 

early sketch of the chair shows 

Opsvik’s concept of an ergo-

nomic design for users of 

varying heights and sizes. Here, 

the sitter’s elbow is shown 

aligned at table height, regard-

less of body size.
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panels that can be adjusted to a user’s 

growing height, the timeless design is 

built to be long-enduring for its indi-

vidual user, as well: It can be used  

comfortably from infancy to adulthood, 

scaling up from a high chair to a task 

chair that accommodates users of up to 

300 pounds. For Opsvik, who has 

focused on ergonomic design for more 

than 45 years through his independent, 

Oslo-based practice, the Tripp Trapp 

remains his most famous work. “It is 

satisfying to see that products that solve 

everyday challenges are appreciated,”  

he says. “The distinct visual form gives 

Tripp Trapp longevity. It does not  

look old-fashioned and thus, there is 

no reason to replace it.” 

 “ Double-size furniture is a way of  

understanding how three-year-olds  

perceive their surroundings.”  

—Peter Opsvik, Rethinking Sitting, 2008

Kaare Stokke, owner and CEO 

of Stokke, which has manufac-

tured the Tripp Trapp since 

1972, fronted one of the first 

marketing campaigns for the 

Opsvik first developed the  

idea for the Tripp Trapp after 

observing that his son,  

Tor—shown at left in a 1972 

Stokke booklet—struggled to 

sit correctly and comfortably 

in an adult chair. Featured on  

a 1970s cover of Nye Bonytt  

(a Norwegian interior maga-

zine now called Bonytt), the 

Tripp Trapp revolutionized 

seating for the entire family. 

Adults and children alike are 

shown seated in the chair, 

accompanied by the heading: 

“This year’s furniture” (right). 

chair in 1974. Seated with his 

wife and children in Opsvik’s 

design, Stokke publicized  

it as an ergonomic chair for 

the whole family.
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If a family’s home is their castle, as the  

saying goes, some homeowners have begun  

to take that sentiment quite literally. Step  

into the heavily fortified world of safe rooms— 

otherwise known as panic rooms—with three  

designers working at the outer limits of  

architectural craft. 

text by

Geoff Manaugh

illustrations by 

Francesco Muzzi
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Tom Gaffney won’t tell me where he is.  

We’re talking on the phone and I know he’s on the 

Upper West Side of Manhattan, but he won’t give 

away his exact location. Gaffney is on-site installing 

a safe room—something most of us know as a “panic 

room”—but revealing the address, even the street, 

would defeat half the purpose of fortifying a home in 

the first place. After all, if someone knows you have  

a panic room, they know there’s something you’re 

trying to hide or protect.

Gaffney runs a private security design firm called 

Gaffco Ballistics, based out of a small town in central 

Vermont. Hailing originally from County Sligo, 

Ireland, Gaffney still speaks with a rolling brogue, 

quickly and concisely. He is not in the business to 

waste time. Gaffney explained to me that his entry 

into the field came back in 1986. At the time, he was 

doing work fortifying—or “hardening”—check-cashing 

facilities in some of New York City’s most violent 

neighborhoods. For the most part, this meant nothing 

more than installing bullet-resistant glass, but it 

soon graduated to building self-enclosed, inaccessible 

safe rooms inside the businesses. 

The safe room, of course, is by no means a modern 

invention—as University of Cambridge professor of 

classics Jerry Toner pointed out to me in an interview 

about burglary in the ancient world—you can see 

archaeological evidence of safe rooms even in the 

volcanic ruins of ancient Pompeii. Indeed, urban 

fortification is all but synonymous with Western his-

tory. From castles on hills to concrete bunkers buried 

six feet beneath the back garden, protective architec-

ture is not an anomaly; it is the rule. Perhaps precisely 

because of this, the development of contemporary 

panic rooms is a fascinating tale of design innovation, 

wealth, occasional paranoia, and brutal necessity. It 

is a story of crime, self-protection, and architectural 

extremes—and it’s almost certainly not one you’ve 

heard before. The first rule of having a panic room is 

not to talk about having a panic room. 

There are two schools of thought in modern panic 

room design. One of these is well represented by 

Gaffney’s firm, as well as by SAFE (“Strategically 

Armored & Fortified Environments”), a Los Angeles–

based company run by the husband-and-wife team of 

Al and Lana Corbi. Gaffco and SAFE both primarily 

approach home fortification by means of dissimula-

tion and disguise. You are not meant to know you’re 

in a protected space. Fine woodwork, exacting archi-

tectural details, and precise paint jobs deliberately 

cloak the fact that the room you’re standing in is  

certainly bulletproof; it is all but guaranteed to be on 

24-hour video surveillance; and it is most likely 

hooked up to a biometric interface for remotely trig-

gering automatic locks and security shutters. 

As Lana Corbi explained to me, fortification can be 

as obvious or well hidden as a client demands; 

indeed, some of the most protected homes in Los 

Angeles are the ones that seem not to have a single 

security guard or camera in sight. These systems are 

integrated into the house with a careful eye for 

craftsmanship. In other words, perhaps you’ve even 

been inside a Gaffco- or SAFE-hardened home; the 

\�Where alarms and  

bulletproof glass fail, steel- 

reinforced doors disguised  

as custom woodwork use brute 

strength to stop even the most 

determined burglar. Add high-

security locks and drill-resistant 

concrete, and you have a high 

bar of protection.

\�Roofs are particularly vul-

nerable, as they are often the 

least-fortified part of a residen-

tial structure. Gaffco Ballistics 

will install saw- and bullet-

resistant Kevlar plates to 

thwart potential attackers.

whole point is that you would only have known if the 

owner told you.

The other school of thought in contemporary panic 

room design is best represented by CitySafe, a 

remarkable operation run by a Vietnam vet and for-

mer New Jersey cop named Karl Alizade. Alizade’s 

work is what you might imagine if you took the same 

kind of prefab, modular approach to architectural 

design so often seen in the pages of Dwell magazine, 

but you added an apocalyptic dose of Mad Max and 

the Global War on Terror. Alizade makes impenetra-

ble, easily assembled safe rooms, and he does so 

using a proprietary concrete mix, a patented bolt-

together assembly system originally designed for 

high-security jewelry safes and vaults, and no visible 

concern for aesthetics. The results are gunmetal gray 

boxes that would not look out of place in a James 

Cameron film and that do not even pretend to have a 

second purpose. 

Alizade tests his products against an impressive, if 

terrifying, range of weaponry, including .50 caliber 

armor-piercing sniper rounds, rocket-propelled gre-

nades, and even C-4 explosives. In all cases, his safe 

rooms win. Alizade’s products are designed to resist 

terrorists and small armies; they will easily repel a 
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New York | Los Angeles | San Francisco | Toronto | Vancouver  | Calgary | Montreal | Mexico City

969 Third Avenue @ 58th Street | 4th Floor | NYC | 212.753.2039

314 North Crescent Heights Blvd. @ Beverly Blvd. | LA | 323.655.0115

300 Kansas Street | Suite 105 | 16th Street Entrance | SF | 415.872.9350

resourcefurniture.com

loft x 4

Living room + library + media room + bedroom = one powerfully functional space, both day and night. 

60+ customizable solutions multiply any space, large or small. LGM is designed and made  

in Italy by : the global leader in transformable furniture design for over 50 years. 

Exclusively from Resource Furniture. Many items available for immediate delivery.

LGM Rotating Queen Wall Bed/Library/Media Center/Wardrobe

day

T

night



\�While many home-fortifi-

cation projects are designed 

primarily with burglary in mind, 

Al and Lana Corbi of SAFE 

recommend thinking about 

much broader risks—including 

the possibility of widespread 

social unrest, earthquakes, and 

even extreme weather events.

neighborhood burglar. His rooms are certified by the 

U.S. State Department and even underwritten by 

Lloyd’s of London as functional vaults. Appropriately, 

Alizade is currently embarking on a shift in business 

plan to focus on the more drastic needs of his clients 

in defense, infrastructure, and government. This 

includes fortifying nuclear power stations, U.S. 

embassies, and overseas military bases. The beauty 

of an Alizade safe room is that its panelized assembly 

requires no welding or even hammering; you could 

have the most secure room in the city bolted together 

in your house in near silence, and, next time you 

move, you can take the whole thing apart and bring  

it with you.

For his own part, Gaffney is following the market 

and he, too, continues to push the boundaries—and 

scale—of home fortification. Gaffney pointed out 

that it is often inaccurate to refer to a safe room at 

all, because many clients are now fortifying their 

entire homes from the outside in. Total home fortifi-

cation means replacing every window in a Manhattan 

brownstone with bulletproof glass, for example, and 

even adding a layer of anti-explosive film; it means 

nesting ballistic Kevlar plates behind drywall and, in 

extreme cases, using lead-lined Sheetrock to protect 

against radioactive attack. More recently, Gaffney 

added, he has been installing a number of positively 

pressurized, radiation-resistant, home air-filtration 

systems. In fact, the steep rise in orders for these in 

residences throughout New York City has taken 

Gaffney aback—but the perceived threat of biological 

and nuclear terrorism has led his clientele to seek 

adequate protection. 

Lana Corbi would call this approach a “safe core”: 

fortifying not just a closet-sized refuge into which a 

homeowner can crawl when things go south, but also 

a scalable network of rooms at the center of the home 

that can house multiple family members. The safe 

core could contain a refrigerator, wireless communi-

cation equipment, and even a week or two of food 

and water. Corbi reminded me that it’s not just bur-

glars you might need protection from, but also 

extreme weather, natural disasters, and prolonged 

infrastructural failures such as blackouts. A  

well-prepped safe core is where you can ride out  

the turbulence—the longer, the better.

If we can use the phrase “panic room,” then per-

haps we should really be discussing a “panic house”:  

a safe blown up to the size of a home, and a home 

that is truly a castle, a fortress hiding in plain sight 

on a leafy Manhattan street or steep Los Angeles  

hillside near you. 
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Nick Noyes 

Nick Noyes Architecture

Congratulations to the Best in Show 

of the prestigious Marvin Architects Challenge. 

To see the full project, and the other category 

winners, visit our 2015 Winners page at 

MarvinWindows.com/Winners.

ALL EYES ON 

THE WINNERS



An 
Architectural 
Introduction 
to Safe Room 
Design 

You’re a single parent with a 

young child or a wealthy business-

person with a very public profile, 

and you’re concerned about 

recent developments in the news. 

You need to know that you have  

a place to retreat to if someone 

breaks in, if your house comes 

under attack, or if there’s been a 

natural disaster or prolonged 

blackout. What are your options?

Gaffco 
Ballistics 

Tom Gaffney is your man if you want peace of mind combined with quality  

craftsmanship. Gaffney also fortifies offices, banks, and boardrooms using  

high-end aftermarket finishes and custom woodwork. If you want your hand-

carved oak library door to withstand a .38 caliber bullet—because it secretly  

contains ballistic Kevlar plates—call Gaffco. gaffco.com

Bulletproof glass is the minimum 

standard for home fortification. 

Increasingly, Gaffco Ballistics  

has been adding a layer of bomb- 

proof film to protect against  

explosive attacks.

Doors will always be vulnerable—

but steel plates disguised beneath 

custom woodwork offer an invisible 

level of protection against bullets 

and even the most advanced 

breaching tools.

Sandwiched within the wall panels 

are bullet-resistant Kevlar sheets; 

in other cases, Gaffco Ballistics will 

add layers of radiation-resistant, 

lead-lined sheetrock.
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SAFE 

Take a few cues from Al and Lana Corbi’s own home outside Los Angeles. Disguised 

biometric checkpoints, hidden security cameras, noncombustible building  

materials, and a fortified “safe core”—among many other features, including an 

emergency helipad on the roof (helicopter not included)—mean that the Corbis  

will most likely make it through whatever life throws at them, be it an earthquake, 

a wildfire, or even a riot. safe-us.com 

The Modul-X safe room by Karl Alizade is a supremely flexible option for anyone 

concerned about personal security. It is bolted together, not welded, and remains 

reconfigurable at every stage. Right-hand turns and changes in height mean that 

the Modul-X system can be adapted to virtually any interior layout—and, best of all, 

unlike other expensive home fortification projects, you can take it with you when 

you move. citysafe.com

CitySafe 

Biometric scanners are tough to 

fool and easy to install. Never worry 

about losing your keys again.

Surveillance cameras and advanced 

motion detectors can be so small 

that they are effectively impercep-

tible—yet their security effects  

are huge.

SAFE’s approach also involves forti-

fying walls and windows—not just 

against criminals, the Corbis point 

out, but against the effects of tor-

nadoes and earthquakes.
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Turkel Design and Dwell Prefab 
bring you the Axiom Series

Your personalized, highly-refined modern home 
is now more accessible than ever.  

Our suite of products and services is designed 
for maximum building and living efficiency;  a 
simple clearly-defined process guides your 
project from start to completion. 

The utmost in design flexibility, material quality, 
predictability, and environmental responsibility 
offers unparalleled peace of mind.

Visit us online or contact us to learn more about 
our new prefab series, view our planbook or 
register for a free introductory online webinar.  

Discover why clients coast to coast choose 
Turkel Design.

Turkel. This way home.

www . turkeldesign . com          
info @ turkeldesign . com      
tel  |  617. 868. 1867 
toll-free  |  877. 710. 2518



1.800.406.1958
modernsteeldoors.com

breathtaking interior & exterior doors   That Pivot

Sexyraw steel + pivot  =



551 West 21st Street | New York, NY 

From $7,250,000

info@dwellhomes.com

(844) OWN DWELL

-*7&�*/5&3/"5*0/"-�]�3FBM�&TUBUFƂ�EPFT�OPU�NBLF�BOZ�BTTVSBODF�BT�UP�UIF�UJNFMJOFTT�PS�BDDVSBDZ�PG�UIF�QSPQFSUZ�EFUBJMT�BCPWF�JODMVEJOH�JODPNQMFUF
�JOTVGƘ�DJFOU�PS�JOBDDVSBUF�JOGPSNBUJPO�XIJDI�IBT�CFFO�QSPWJEFE�DPVSUFTZ�PG�UIF�BDUVBM�

property listing agent and/or broker for the purposes of this advertisement.  BRE#01822601 Tiffany Gatto  | LIVE INTERNATIONAL | Real Estate! - 548 South Spring Street #109 - Los Angeles, CA 90013 - USA - Tel. 844 OWN DWELL Please 

WJTJU�XXX�EXFMMIPNFT�DPN�GPS�NPSF�JOGPSNBUJPO�

dwellhomes.com
Curated modern homes for sale 

GSPN�%XFMMšT�PGƘ�DJBM�SFBM�FTUBUF�QBSUOFS

7452 North Manitou Trail | Northport, MI

For Sale: $495,000

277 Peregrine Ridge Road | Victor, WV 

For Sale: $1,149,000

290 East Simms Road | Palm Springs, CA

For Sale: $895,000
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For Sale: $8,995,000
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For Sale: $3,399,000

20 West 53rd Street #18C | New York, NY

From  $6,150,000

611 North Bronson Ave #9 | Los Angeles, CA

For Sale: $789,000

900  West Olympic Blvd.#47G| Los Angeles, CA

For Sale: $8,800,000







quality that is visually captivating.  

The simple, sophisticated designs 

showcase the tiles’ precise 

execution and the spare beauty  

of the material.  

TO THE TRADE

annsacks.com/inspiration

ANN SACKS

Let your world stand still for a 

moment, and explore eye-opening 

new looks from ANN SACKS. 

Distinct contemporary styling and 

virtually limitless application are 

hallmarks of the new ANN SACKS 

Collection, Modern Ribbed. 

Crafted by in-house artisans in its 

Portland, Oregon, facility, the tile 

features a raised edge detail that is 

ribbed in an etched design to add 

depth and definition with a tactile 

samples, special trade offers 

and promotions and access to 

our Quote Desk services. Enroll 

online today.

TO THE TRADE

lumens/trade.com

LUMENS

Applying multiple points of 

perspective, the Vibia Wireflow 3-D 

LED Octagonal Pendant architec-

turally enhances a space with bold 

lines and harmonious geometry. 

See the entire collection at lumens.

com/vibia. Become a Trade 

Advantage Partner to enjoy 

exclusive trade discounts, a 

dedicated team of experts for 

support, free swatches and 

dimensions exceeding 

12 feet in height, our multi-

slide and bi-fold doors, window 

walls, and hinged windows 

are available in a variety of 

materials and finishes for 

unlimited design possibilities. 

TO THE TRADE

westernwindowsystems.com

WESTERN WINDOW 

SYSTEMS

For over 50 years, Western 

Window Systems has been 

designing and manufacturing 

custom door and window 

systems that dramatically 

transform space by expanding 

interiors and bringing indoor 

and outdoor spaces together.

Featuring specialized sizes, 

standardized sets, and massive 

subsurface vein structure.  

Statuario Nuvo samples will be 

available fall 2015.

TO THE TRADE

caesarstoneus.com

AN EVERYDAY 

MASTERPIECE

Caesarstone is excited to announce 

the upcoming launch of Statuario 

Nuvo – a new marble inspired 

design which complements the 

successful introduction of Calacatta 

Nuvo in 2014. As Caesarstone's 

interpretation of natural Statuario 

marble; Statuario Nuvo brings  

you refined yet impressive dark 

veins on a white background, 

enriched with a delicately diffused 

To The Trade



Join the Dwell Store  
Trade Program

To support our design and trade community, the Dwell Store offers a special                                                    

program for qualified professionals that provides competitive pricing discounts and 

special buying advantages. Let the Dwell Store be your ultimate, curated source  

for modern design products and your partner in your upcoming projects.

store.dwell.com/trade-program
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The  
right
thing!

www.sustainablefurnishings.org 

WHEN IT COMES  

TO DOING THE RIGHT THING, 

many talk but few act.

Sustainable Furnishings Council  
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responsible to a healthy future,  
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Look for the SFC Seal to support  

the companies that are making a 
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� 
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A far cry from minimalism,  

the renovated 900-square-

foot Paris flat belonging to 

Nicolas Roche, a scion of the 

French furniture company 

Roche Bobois, is decked out 

with vivid hues and vintage 

furniture. A 1960s orange 

lamp by Luxus is suspended 

over the Warren Platner  

dining table and chairs.  

The 1950s rosewood glass 

cabinet is from Soriano.  

Pod Lens pendants by Ross 

Lovegrove for Luceplan hang 

from the ceiling.

text by

Dan Rubinstein

photos by 

Henry Bourne

project

Roche Residence

architect

Nicolas Roche

location

Paris, France

An eccentric and 
eclectic Paris  
apartment reflects  
a lifetime of 
thoughtful 
collecting—and a 
considered eye. 
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There’s more to design than just form and function.

The objects chosen for a home require a special  

sense of purpose and personality—and, in some cases, 

a brief departure from restraint. “There’s sort of a  

chemistry, a thing that happens sometimes when you 

see objects and you fall in love with them immedi-

ately,” says lifelong Parisian Nicolas Roche, creative 

director at the legendary furniture brand—and his 

family’s namesake company—Roche Bobois. “I am 

someone who loves objects.” 

Roche originally studied architecture, in France, 

with no intention of joining his family’s business, 

which opened its first store in the U.S. in the mid ’70s. 

“When I was a child, I could tell that Roche Bobois was 

something famous,” he says. “I could see the way peo-

ple would speak of the brand. I would feel rather 

proud to be part of this, even if I didn’t want to work 

there. But afterward it became a bit difficult because 

people would always compare me to Roche Bobois. It 

became a bit heavy to bear.” His father and uncle ran 

the company, but when they began to plan their 

retirements, Roche stopped practicing architecture 

and joined the family business. “My aim was to keep 

the brand’s DNA of creativity and elegance,” he 

explains. “But I really wanted to get rid of some head-

aches, some designers that I felt weren’t relevant any-

more. I really wanted to bring in new ways of working 

and new designers. Younger blood, I would say.” In the 

past decade, Roche Bobois has undergone a revival, 

thanks to collaborations with fashion designers such 

as Jean Paul Gaultier and pared-down products by the 

likes of Cédric Ragot and Christophe Delcourt. Despite 

Roche Bobois’s reputation for expressive and some-

times challenging pieces, Roche views the company as 

more of an old-fashioned atelier. “They’re never really 

industrial products,” he says, “because of the big 

importance placed on how they’re finished and made 

by hand. I think people today are becoming more 

interested in real things with real materials.”

Just as he does with the family business he over-

sees, Roche fills his 900-square-foot home, in  

the 19th arrondissement of Paris, with warmth and >  

An architect by profession, 

Roche removed as many  

partitions as he could when 

recasting the apartment’s  

interior, preferring transpar-

ency. He custom-made the red 

room divider from bungee 

cords (left). On his patio are 

a table and chairs from the 

1968 Ozoo collection by  

Marc Berthier for Roche Bobois 

(above). The metal-topped  

side table is from Roche’s 

grandparents’ house and the 

lamp is vintage Vico Magistretti 

for Artemide (opposite).

 “I own pieces from many decades.  

I like to have a ‘testimony’  

of different time periods because 

they all speak to me.” 

—Nicolas Roche, resident
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personality, opting for vintage pieces, including  

a few Roche Bobois prototypes that never made  

it to production. 

Roche purchased the three-story structure in 2000. 

Originally a single-family home, the building had 

been split into two units; he lives on the top floors, 

plus the converted attic, and a tenant lives downstairs. 

The house is located near Buttes-Chaumont, a  

19th-century park with an artificial lake. The adjacent 

neighborhood, where Roche lives, has a distinctive 

architecture style from the early 20th century. 

In order to convert the upper floors to suit his  

lifestyle, Roche removed as many wall partitions as 

possible—each room originally had a single window, 

he recalls—to create an open plan for his unit. “I’m 

single, so I didn’t want to keep all those partitions.  

I just wanted to have a big, open space,” he says. > 

Roche Residence Floor Plan

A Kitchen

B Half Bathroom

C Entrance

D Living Room

E Dining room

F Bathroom

G Bedroom 

H  Attic

A

C

D

E

The living room features an 

Equation sofa and Bi-Pod stool, 

both from Roche Bobois,  

atop a 1970s Siberian wolf  

carpet. Through online  

sleuthing, Roche found the  

red Boris Tabacoff chair at  

an Austrian gallery. The  

chandelier is vintage. Roche’s 

most-recent acquisitions 

include the traditional African 

masks, which he likes for  

their “aesthetic purity,  

the beauty of their forms.”

B

F

G

H

First Level

Second Level N
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A ladder leads to a guest room 

in the attic (left). The striking-

blue bedroom dresser was  

part of a modular storage  

system installed by the previ-

ous owner. Antique tea and 

chocolate pots are juxtaposed 

with a 1930s painting by 

“The only remaining doors are the one for the  

bathroom and a glass one for my bedroom, upstairs.”  

The windows on three sides of the main floor now 

flood the space with light. “I can position myself  

in any corner of the apartment, and I have a variety  

of views,” he says. “The very cool thing about this  

flat is that it’s surrounded by little gardens. It’s rather 

unusual to have such a panorama in Paris. The  

main facade is on the south. The light always changes,  

and this is why I bought this place, because it’s  

so well oriented.”

One renovation challenge was creating a coat closet 

that wouldn’t obstruct light to the kitchen. “I didn’t 

want something angular,” Roche says, “because I knew 

that I would constantly walk around it. I didn’t want to 

see edges.” Instead, he used approximately 120 red  

bungee cords to create a semipermeable space that not 

only stores coats and shoes, but photos and postcards, 

as well, tucked into the cords for display. “Originally, I 

wanted to do something in red Plexiglas, but it got very 

complicated,” he says. “So I just simplified the idea.”

One trick Roche employs is a bold use of color.  

The red of the coat-storage cords matches the walls of  

the adjacent dining area, where a vintage steel 1960s 

Warren Platner table and chairs and an antique  

Italian cabinet in rosewood are housed. In the kitchen  

and bathroom, he used colorful mosaic tiles to  

create simplistic designs—numbers, animals, biblical 

scenes—inspired by children’s books. Another strategy 

Roche uses is color blocking on ceilings, such as a 

light pink over part of the living room, to help define 

space. One recurring hue is a pastel blue, used  

on part of the building’s exterior as well as on the  

bedroom ceiling. “Half of the attic’s ceiling is painted 

blue, and the other side is a light beige,” he says. His 

bed is one of his favorite discoveries, a suede-covered 

French piece, designer unknown. “I found it in a 

Brussels flea market. It’s sort of a James Bond bed—

with an ashtray, little boxes to store things, a radio, and 

lights,” he says joyfully. “It’s really extraordinary.”  

 “I’ve always collected many  

items, from the most stupid things  

to the most interesting ones.”  

—Nicolas Roche, resident

Jacques Villon, Marcel 

Duchamp’s brother (below). 

Roche found his suede-covered 

bed at a Belgian flea market 

(opposite). Roche’s grandfather 

commissioned the screen, 

which has a black-and-white 

maple-leaf motif, in the 1950s. 
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In the Denmark home of designer 

Eglantine Charrier, original  

1920s windows and moldings 

meet modern accessories like  

a black Caravaggio pendant lamp 

by Cecilie Manz for Lightyears. 

Charrier’s son, Fabian Fonnesbæk 

Charrier, 14, pauses on a  

staircase of white oil-finished 

pine floorboards (opposite).

project:  

Fonnesbæk-Charrier Residence

designer: Eglantine Charrier

location: Copenhagen, Denmark

text by

Kelsey Keith

photos by 

Hotze Eisma

A furniture designer carves 
out a modern family home in a 
renovated Tudor on the  
outskirts of Copenhagen.
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If you hop on a bike in central Copenhagen and 

head southeast, you can expect to ride over a canal, 

past an opera house in the distance, and through a 

hippie enclave before eventually hitting the sea.  

What you might not expect is that a 20-minute ride 

from the city center could lead you to a colony of 

industrious, round-the-clock workers. Those work-

ers—who happen to measure roughly an inch long, 

and who have yellow and black stripes—reside within 

a few homemade hives at the edge of an emerald lawn, 

in the shadow of an ivy-covered Tudor-style house on 

the island of Amager. The bees are the proud property 

of a 14-year-old boy named Fabian, who, with his 

grandfather’s help, harvests upwards of 100 jars of 

honey each summer. 

Fabian’s parents, Eglantine Charrier and Jeppe 

Fonnesbæk, moved to the area 15 years ago, renting 

the top two floors of a two-family residence (a neigh-

bor lives in the ground-floor unit, and they share the 

basement). The traditional house, with its generous 

proportions, terra-cotta roof tiles, and grand corner 

lot, anchors a historic suburban neighborhood in an 

area sometimes maligned by residents of Copenhagen 

proper. (Some of Amager’s landmass is the result of 

20th-century infill, and the island was a popular land-

fill spot in the 1970s.) “When we first came out, I didn’t 

know this area very well, and everybody said it was a 

lot of ugly buildings,” Charrier says with a laugh. >

Charrier, below, transformed  

a cramped attic into a sunny 

dining room with Vitral  

windows and white-tinted 

pine floors by Dinesen. The 

Sara table is by Hay, the Shell 

chairs are by Charles and  

Ray Eames, and the artwork  

is a hand-printed textile  

she had framed (opposite). 

 “We love to stay up here because you  

have a lot of sky and all the trees around 

you. It’s another world.” 

—Eglantine Charrier, resident

The house is filled with 

pieces from Small-Design, 

the children’s furniture 

company cofounded by 

Charrier, including the 

transformable Cube, which 

does double duty as a chair 

or table in the top-floor 

kitchen-dining area (right).

Charrier chose not to use 

upper cabinets to give the 

kitchen a versatile, furniture-

like feeling. The black-painted 

wood island is topped with 

compact laminate countertops 

(below left). A red Vola faucet 

adds color, while the muntin 

bars on the windows recall  

the originals (below right).
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With three sons in the family, 

the kitchen gets a lot of use.  

Hee barstools by Hee Welling 

for Hay slide up to a multi-

functioning island where the 

family gathers to eat,  

study and play (opposite). 

The living room features a 

roomy Scandinavia sofa from 

Bolia and vintage glass pendants 

from Holmegaard. The original 

gold stucco wall frames are 

accented with Farrow & Ball 

paint in Mole’s Breath (above).  

“But I saw all these old houses, and I thought, Wow,  

it’s so close to the city that you can just bike in.”

The family lived in the uppermost finished floor of 

the circa-1925 structure for five years, long enough to 

“get to know the house and see the possibilities,” 

before they gutted and rebuilt the interiors, preserving 

the exterior shell. The primary addition was the fin-

ishing of the attic space—now a kitchen and dining 

area spanning the length of the house—which 

required raising the ceilings and updating the trim-

mings to meet fire code. On the main floor of their 

residence, Charrier and Fonnesbæk turned the old 

kitchen into a master bedroom and carved out two 

bedrooms for their three sons to share. 

For Charrier, a designer and the co-owner of a chil-

dren’s furniture company called Small-Design, the 

highlight of the renovation is the new kitchen. “We 

chose to make the kitchen a bit furniture-like,” she 

says of the streamlined black cabinetry, “so it’s not just 

a kitchen. We wanted a place to gather friends, where 

the kids can do their homework or play—a really func-

tional space for the whole family.” To get away from a 

static, built-in feel, Charrier and her husband, a part-

ner in a creative agency that works exclusively with 

Lego, decided to skip the upper cabinets and stow 

appliances under the compact laminate countertops. 

To open up the space, they inserted Vitral skylights 

under the roofline, like transparent ribs along the tra-

ditional peaked roof. “We don’t have to heat [this floor] 

much in the winter,” she explains, “because there is so 

much sun.” To complement the open, low-key vibe, 

Charrier opted for Danish flooring, classic Dinesen 

wide-plank pine boards with a white-tinted wash. 

Deployed throughout the house are Small-Design’s 

versatile birch-plywood furniture pieces, all tailored  

to kid-size proportions. Charrier, a graduate of the  

Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, founded the com-

pany, with design partner Anja Lykke, a decade ago, > 
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Fonnesbæk-Charrier 

Residence

Main Floor

A Elliot and Mateo’s Bedroom

B Living Room

C Fabian’s Bedroom

D Bathroom

E Master Bedroom

Attic 

F Dining Room

G Kitchen

 “We wanted to make the kitchen  

a place where we could have all the  

activities in the same place.” 

—Eglantine Charrier, resident

A

B

D

F G

C

E

Main Floor AtticN
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while on maternity leave. “When you’re pregnant, you 

really get to see what kind of [children’s] furniture 

exists,” she says. “We wanted to make furniture that’s 

durable and that kids could use for many years, with 

many different functions—as a table but also as a 

chair, or to put books on.” All of the pieces in the col-

lection are manufactured locally by Danish carpenters 

(a definite plus in a global marketplace obsessed with 

Scandinavian craftsmanship), and 2015 brings new 

flat-pack versions of Small-Design’s offerings, to ser-

vice an international audience who might otherwise 

be turned off by shipping costs. 

With three sons, Charrier has a built-in focus group 

for developing her designs. The two younger boys—

Elliot, 12, and Mateo, nine—share a spacious room 

that doubles as a playroom for their collective group of 

friends. It’s equipped with bunk beds, nooks and cran-

nies for stashing toys, and, naturally, an impressive 

selection of Legos. There’s also plenty of convertible 

Small-Design furniture, like a grassy-green table 

Charrier picked for the room. “I loved this shade of 

green growing up,” she says. “It gives the impression 

of the garden coming into the house as well.”

Outdoor space is crucial for a family with three boys. 

Luckily, the house is just 10 minutes from the beach at 

Kastrup, where the children can dive off the slatted, 

spiraling Sea Bath, designed by Swedish firm White 

Arkitekter. Closer to home, there’s the garden right 

outside the front door, where, this year, the 

Fonnesbæk-Charrier clan added two new beehives, 

yielding enough of a harvest to host a honey festival, in 

August, for family and friends. Luckily, for those yet to 

fall for Amager’s budding charms, it’s just a quick 

20-minute bike ride back to Copenhagen’s city center. 

Vines growing off a small  

balcony connect the indoor 

space with the lush garden  

(far left). The family, who 

reside on the top two floors of 

this two-family Tudor-style 

house, kept many of the build-

ing’s original windows (left). 

Original 1925 details include 

stucco molding throughout the 

house. A Small-Design Circle 

table and stools echo outdoor 

greenery in the room shared by 

Elliott and Mateo, ages 12 and 

nine (opposite). The boys’ 

bunk beds are by Ikea (below).

 “To be this close to the city and have this big,  

quiet garden—that’s just a perfect combination.” 

—Eglantine Charrier, resident
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Sheridan Coakley, owner of 

the London-based furnishings 

purveyor SCP,  uses his  

circa-1970s home as a testing 

ground for the furnishings  

he carries in his company’s 

inventory. In the foreground, 

a Balzac lounge chair by 

Matthew Hilton is draped 

with a Donna Wilson blanket.

project 

Lawrence House

architect 

Hugh K. Harwood

location 

Hampshire, England

text by 

Iain Aitch

photos by 

Christopher 

Sturman

              In the English countryside, 

a British design pioneer transforms 

a 1970s bachelor pad into a stylish 

         furniture laboratory.
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“I’d always wanted a carport,” Sheridan Coakley 

says as he pulls his Jeep into his automobile shelter, 

outside Lawrence House, his Hampshire home.

“It’s a pretty masculine kind of a house,” the 

founder of UK furniture retailer and manufacturer SCP 

says by way of introduction to the 1975 build. This is, it 

emerges, something of an understatement about the 

bungalow, which is an hour’s train journey and a short 

countryside drive southwest of London. 

The collaboration between Les Haywood, an engi-

neer who spent his spare time rebuilding Aston 

Martins, and Hugh K. Harwood, a local architect usu-

ally restricted to designing extensions, the home 

eschews the mock-Tudor or faux-Georgian vernacular 

of the surrounding countryside. Instead, Lawrence 

House is part ranch, part middle school, and part 

space-age bachelor pad. Its design is so aberrant to 

rural English tastes that the 7,500-square-foot single-

story with floating roof sat unsold on its 25-acre site 

for two years, until Coakley and his wife stumbled 

across it nine years ago when looking for somewhere 

near to the preferred school for their children.

“The owner got so desperate that he had got plan-

ning permission to knock the house down and to 

build a two-story house,” says Coakley. “Then we came 

along saying it was fantastic.”

SCP is known for bringing on marquee designers 

such as Jasper Morrison, Konstantin Grcic, and 

Matthew Hilton, but Coakley has plenty of respect for 

the work of the two unknowns who designed his 

home. This even extends to retaining the grand piano–

shaped bathroom console and the deep-pile beige  

carpet, which is only slightly thicker than the fur on 

Coakley’s outsized French sheepdog, Bau.

“It’s quite fun to leave something like that, but I 

don’t feel I have a responsibility to keep it as a kitsch 

feature,” he says, noting that he did choose to remove 

certain past-their-prime features, like a circular bath-

tub complete with built-in telephone point. 

Coakley also has his eye on tearing down the 1990s 

addition to the rear of the house. This Victorian-style 

structure, all dark wood and brass, was made to house 

an indoor pool as a sop to the then-owner’s wife, who 

wanted something in the home that did not scream 

Magnum, P.I. Fortunately, Coakley’s own wife, Louise 

Jenkins, is a huge fan of the home’s design, from the 

original tiled Poggenpohl kitchen to the stables and 

solid outbuildings that surround the main body of 

what is essentially a three-bedroom with add-ons. 

“That kitchen’s pretty astonishing really, consider-

ing it’s 40 years old,” says Jenkins. “It’s a kind of  

balancing act of keeping the old stuff going and then 

knowing which bits to replace.” She met Coakley via 

her stepfather’s antiquarian book business, but since > 

In the open-plan living and 

dining room, a dramatically 

sloped roofline allows for 

generous clerestory windows 

(opposite). Hilton’s rounded-

form Balzac collection, which 

debuted in the early 1990s, 

continues to be a bestseller. 

Coakley commutes an hour 

into London, where his two 

SCP stores are located. In the 

entryway, a pair of Jasper 

Morrison tables join a vintage 

Moroccan rug. The circa 1980s 

Thinking Man’s Chair, also by 

Morrison, is in the foreground. 
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“ The kitchen is pretty astonishing,  

really, considering it’s 40 years old.”  

—Louise Jenkins, resident
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The mahogany-paneled 

Poggenpohl kitchen system is 

original to the house. Louise 

Jenkins, left, chats with  

her daughter, Freya, who sits  

on a powder-coated Slatted 

bar stool by Jasper Morrison 

manufactured in Lancashire 

(opposite). The kitchen opens 

to the living and dining area. 
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the move to the countryside she has been more  

concerned with developing her asparagus patch than 

hunting out first editions. One wall in the kitchen is 

taken up with her vast cookbook collection, which sits 

upon thoroughly modern Michael Marriott shelving. 

A reason that the home may have stayed on the  

market so long is its layout. The bedrooms are small 

and functional, especially what would have been the 

two guest rooms. The well-off of rural England gener-

ally want sprawling rooms that match the expanses  

of the landscape beyond the windows. Instead, this 

home looks like modern city living, with a vast  

loft-style living area that serves as a showcase for 

Coakley’s abilities as tastemaker. 

The walls are covered with pieces by artists SCP has 

worked with including playful screen prints by 

Brooklynite Mark McGinnis, but there are also pieces 

by the couple’s 27-year-old son, Oscar, as well as an old 

Bazooka Joe box—a reminder of the fact that Coakley’s 

father once looked after the brand’s UK franchise. A 

battered leather sofa from the previous owner takes up 

one side of the room, but the rest is largely filled with 

prototypes, unsold orphans, and favorites from SCP’s 

store in Shoreditch, East London, including plenty of 

Matthew Hilton’s Balzac seating. 

In the eat-in portion of the 

kitchen, a George Nelson 

Bubble Lamp hangs above  

an Artek table and chairs  

by Alvar Aalto. The floor tiles 

are close matches to the  

originals, which had to be 

replaced after a pipe burst.

Shoreditch was once the center of London’s furni-

ture manufacturing business and boasts the Geffrye 

Museum to celebrate this fact, complete with SCP  

furniture on display inside. Today, one is more likely 

to find craft bakeries and bearded baristas in the area. 

It’s a far cry from 1985, when Coakley moved his small 

vintage furniture and upholstery business into the 

area from the then-more fashionable Portobello Road. 

“I would get a lot of classic tubular steel furniture 

re-chromed because, you know, you wouldn’t  

want a rusty chair,” Coakley recalls. “Nowadays, of 

course you would. The only chrome plater I could  

find was in Shoreditch.” 

In 1985, an early Philippe Starck show in the SCP 

store established Coakley’s business as a go-to for fans 

of modern design. The business’s aspirations grew 

with the area around it, as the authorities gave way  

to pioneers such as Coakley and opened up zoning to 

retail and restaurants. Before long, SCP was a globally 

renowned brand with its own UK upholstery factory, 

turning out Balzac sofas and Donna Wilson chairs.  

It is now introducing contemporary America design  

to Europe, including the work of Brooklyn-based  

furniture and product designers Fort Standard. 

“American design is really interesting, and I think  
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The master bedroom boasts a 

1970s tufted headboard from 

Heals Leather and a wall cover-

ing of burlap, wool and silk  

by David Hicks. The bed  

covering is vintage, 1950s, and 

the Blocks linen basket was 

designed by Donna Wilson and 

made by the People of the Sun, 

a nonprofit based in Malawi.

In the study, a 2009 Cedric 

desk by Kay + Stemmer (top 

left) is joined by a 2013 sofa by 

Terence Woodgate (top right). A 

pressed-steel Parallel shelving 

system, also by Woodgate, 

holds books and mementos. 

The dining room features a 

Glo-Ball T table lamp by Jasper 

Morrison (left).   

Lawrence House Floor Plan

A Bedroom

B Entryway

C Kitchen
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it will become quite dominant eventually,” Coakley 

says, reflecting on the future of the industry he  

has championed for the past 30 years. “Italy is still the 

center, but it’s really spun out, lost its way.” 

But Coakley has proven again and again that he’s not 

afraid to take a chance on an underdog. He arrived  

just in time to rescue a house that some may say had 

lost its way. Sure, the Austin Powers-esque bar has gone, 

but the spirit remains. Not many homes can boast  

an eccentric masculinity as their muse, but Lawrence 

House is certainly all the more interesting for it. 

N

D Dining Area

E Living Area

F Pool

G Bath

H Study/Bedroom

I Workshop

J Garage

K Utility Room

Annex
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For more information on the 

products and furnishings 

shown in this story, head online.



MODERN MARKET

The product-packed Modern 
Market section of Dwell just got 
even better with a fresh look and 
an innovative crop of new modern 
designs. In this highly shoppable 
section, you are guaranteed to 
discover that one unique item or 
special gift that makes you feel 
at home in the modern world!

For more products and services, 
visit us online at dwell.com!

Your design is a reflection of 
your personality and style. We 
want our floor and wall grilles 
to be one of the many inspiring 
details that complete your 
modern home.

See our gallery and finish 
options online!

Discount code: dwell0915

kulgrilles.com 

tw: @kulgrilles

kül grilles
Modern Grilles for 
the Modern Home

A dramatic fire with tall mesmer-
izing dancing flames can be 
enhanced with the new Flatfire 
tree-line silhouette. 

The direct vent gas, award–win-
ning Flatfire fireplace is about 
30”H x 42”W x 7”D, and is avail-
able with a black or silver gray 
steel frame and accented by a 
distinctive inner frame of silver 
gray.

Crushed glass lines the base. 
Propane or natural gas. 
Heats to 20,000 BTUs; about 
1,100 square feet. The Flatfire 
e-flame remote controls flame 
height, temperature, and a timer 
function. 

Wittus —–  Fire by Design
Tel. 914-764-5679
wittus.com

Flatfire 
The Gas Fireplace in a Frame

A faithful redesign of a flea
market find—– right down to 
the vintage plug—– the Pop 
Light’s colorful acrylic planes 
and sculptural presence 
deliver a modern update to 
any interior. This cantilevered 
table lamp leans boldly toward 
the unexpected without stray-
ing from the Schoolhouse 
focus on thoughtful, vintage-
inspired design. 

Toll-free 800-630-7113 
schoolhouseelectric.com

Pop Light

ALTO Steps: handmade, modular rugs for 
your stairs.  Available in many designs and 
colors, each with shifting patterns and tones. 
Arrange them in any sequence. GoodWeave 
Certified. Shown: Phosphorescence. 

Tel. 845-252-9955
lizaphillipsdesign.com

Liza Phillips Design
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Koncept | Lady7

Designed with a wispy-thin 
silhouette, Lady7 provides a 
beautiful linear light source 
for your desk. Thanks to her 
cordless joint design and 
sleek, clean lines, Lady7 
is perfect in any setting.

Tel. 323-261-8999
koncept.com/lady7

Modern Mailboxes
Home or Office
by box design usa

Create curb appeal for your 
home or office with modern 
mailboxes. We have a range 
of letterbox solutions to 
meet your style and function. 
We are the North American 
distributor for these one-of-
a-kind New Zealand-designed 
mailboxes. We ship through-
out the U.S. and Canada with 
quick and reliable service. 
Order online.  

info@boxdesignusa.com
boxdesignusa.com

Modern-Shed
The Original

Create more space for what 

is important to you. Modern-

Shed unclutters your life with 

your space:

Art studio
Music room
Man cave
Craft room
Guest cottage
Home office
Your space

Download the catalog on 
our website or call us to 
get started.

Toll-free 800-261-7282
info@modern-shed.com
modern-shed.com

G Squared Art
Ultra-slim and super efficient–— our Pancake 
fan works beautifully in so many decor 
schemes! It is very quiet and beautifully 
built. View other finishes and products on 
our website. Free shipping. 

Call 7am-7pm PST.

Toll-free 877-858-5333
g2art.com

Hullo conforms perfectly to your body 
and provides cool, comfortable, all-natural 
support.

hullo.rest

Hullo Buckwheat Pillow
Your favorite pillow. Guaranteed.

Modern shelving and storage for your home, 
office, and retail space. Choose the modular 
PAL, WAL, or DIV series to design online and 
order. Modern Design, Infinite Possibilities.

Toll-free 877-477-5487
issdesigns.com

ISS Designs PAL Series 



RAYDOOR®
The Art of Division®

At Raydoor we see the division 
of space as an opportunity to 
make art with a function. 

BarnDoor by Raydoor, shown 
in Taxi Cab Yellow with Sierra 
White frame, is the perfect 
accent on the bold red wall.

Our mission is to empower 
you to open, close, or simply 
change the flow of your 
space by controlling privacy, 
style, and function in ways that
revolutionize interior living.

Designed and handcrafted 
in New York City.

Tel. 212-421-0641
raydoor.com

Stone Forest
New Industrial Bath Console 
and Ore Vessel Sinks

Our Industrial Collection 
harkens back to a time when 
America made things and made 
them well. This console was 
inspired by a cast-iron pattern 
making table found in factories 
circa 1925. A crank allows you to 
lift & lower to the perfect height. 
The cast bronze sinks are based 
on the elegantly simple form of 
an antique steel pipe cap.

Toll-free 888-682-2987
stoneforest.com

Surprisingly sophisticated and supremely 
comfortable, our black denim bean bags fit 
you and your lifestyle. Made in Atlanta, this is 
bean bag encapsulates American cool.

Tel. 866-384-2802
jaxxliving.com

Jaxx Living
Fits like your favorite pair.

Complete your home with a modern portrait 
of your pet. Award-winning artist Judy 
Gittelsohn has painted appealing pet 
portraits from Paris to Palo Alto.
Commissioned work? YES!

Two Drifters, 2007

Tel. 650-561-3499

judyg.com

Modern Portraits of Your Pet
By Artist Judy Gittelsohn

Design Guide
Special Interest Publication from Dwell 

An indispensable resource for completing 
house projects of all sizes, from 
renovations to new construction.
Order online: store.dwell.com

We’ve now expanded our line-
up of incredible hand tools to 
include Cutlery. We’re venturing 
into the kitchen and are proud 
to announce EVERCUT knives 
by the TB Groupe in France. 
Five generations and 5 years 
of R&D have produced these 
revolutionary knives.

At Klhip, we create and curate 
objects that command your 
attention and demand to be
held. That are a joy to use. That 
refuse to be hidden away. That 
win awards. 

See them all at Klhip.com

Toll-free 888-482-1795
klhip.com

Klhip® 
Better tools for humans®
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Handcrafted in Canada, Monte’s premium rockers 
and glider chairs are sustainable and built to last.

For your living room, bedroom, or nursery, it will 
become your favorite chair.

Order free fabric swatches online today.

Toll-free 866-604-6755
montedesign.com

Joya Rocker by Monte
You Need A Beautiful Rocking Chair

Works by legendary 
Hollywood photographer 
Richard Scudder are a 
powerful and rewarding 
addition to any collection. 

Extraordinary offerings in 
limited edition of only 100 
hand-signed and numbered 
by the artist.

A Richard Scudder, Serigraph, 
Photographic, or Giclee' 
Prints are a bold statement 
that will transform any space.

Shown: Drinking A Cold Beer -
In Hot Pink. $13,500.
Multicolored Serigraph,
38” x 50”

Tel. 323-373-6483
rscudder@mac.com  
richardscudderart.com 

Richard Scudder

CorneredAudio | LineQ
Cornered speakers are capable of reproducing 
a natural three-dimensional sound while being 
discrete and elegantly installed into your room. 
Discount code: dwell5

Tel. 844-400-1324
shop.lineq.com

Home furnishings that marry modern 
minimalism with industrial ruggedness.

Handcrafted in the USA.

info@seventeen20.com
seventeen20.com

seventeen20

Made in Auckland, New Zealand, this innova-

tive stir-in paint system includes pigments 

harvested from all over the world, which are 

stirred into a base paint to create a premium, 

consistent hue.

Drikolor, $75–$85

store.dwell.com

Dwell Stir-In Color Paint



Buyer's Sourcebook
Special Interest Publication from Dwell 

A celebration of projects throughout 204 
pages that present the essential ingredi-
ents of modern, innovative architecture.
Order online: store.dwell.com

special issue

 dwell.com 

Over 200 Pages of Ideas 

for Design Lovers

All of Your Product  

Questions Answered

Buyer’s Sourcebook

Essentials for Every Room

ThinkGlass stair treads were voted one of the “101 Best New Products of 2013” by Professional 
Remodeler Magazine. The particularity of these glass treads is the innovative clear polished edges. 
With this cutting-edge innovation, glass treads can finally show the real beauty of pure glass with-
out lamination lines, adhesive or other harmful chemicals. All ThinkGlass treads pass mandated 
strength requirement testing and are laminated on the underside with an invisible safety film for 
extra security.
   
Toll-free 877-410-4527
thinkglass.com

Glass Treads with Polished Edges
Unique and Innovative stair treads by ThinkGlass

Modwalls | Live Your Colors

Modwalls features exclusive, modern, and 
colorful tile designs with a 24/7 online 
buying experience. Retail and to the trade. 
Samples and orders shipped worldwide 
from California. 

Shown: Kiln American Made Ceramic Tile.

Toll-free 877-439-9734 U.S.
Tel. 831-689-9734 International
service@modwalls.com
modwalls.com

Give your space some peace 
of mind. Our large canvases 
reflect the transforming energy 
of this beautiful planet. We 
also have great Buddhist and 
spiritual images.

Fully stretched and ready 
to hang, these high-quality 
pieces are super affordable. 
Priced $199 to $399 with free 
shipping, they arrive in big, 
flat sturdy boxes via FedEx 
and are delivered straight 
to your home or office. 

Shop with us today and bring 
positive energy to where you 
live and work.

Tel. 888-245-0971
goodearthcanvas.com

goodEarthcanvas.com
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Award-winning artist Campbell Laird 
has been recognized by curators from 
SFMOMA, LACMA, and collectors 
from New York City to Tokyo. Archival, 
limited edition artworks and prints. 

Shown: Rain Dream Series.

Tel. 310-915-5319
info@campbelllairdstudio.com
campbelllairdstudio.com

Campbell Laird Studio
Printed and Signed by the Artist

Opulent jewelry quality crystals illuminated 
with multipoint source LED technology for 
a spectacle of shimmering sparkle. Ideal as 
a vanity luminaire or as a wall sconce, each 
is engineered to the finest detail for per-
formance and design sophistication. Four 
sizes available.

modernforms.com

Modern Forms/Quantum LED 
Bath Luminaire

Beautiful Tulikivi soapstone 
fireplaces are a decorative 
piece in any living room 
offering gentle, radiant 
warmth and the luxury 
of watching live fire safely. 
These fireplaces are elegant, 
efficient, and safe to use. 
They are excellent at retain-
ing heat and can also warm 
up part of the household’s 
water supplies.

tulikivi.us

Tulikivi 
Cozy Soapstone Fireplaces

The world’s most comfort-
able floor mat is constructed 
with a Dual Comfort Core 
of soothing gel and energy-
return foam. Significantly 
reduces back, leg, and foot 
discomfort. Made in the USA. 
5-year warranty.

Toll-free 866-435-6287
gelpro.com

GelPro® Elite 
Comfort Floor Mat

evoDOMUS builds custom 
designed, ultra energy-eff-
icient, healthy prefab homes 
throughout the USA. We love 
modern design and take pride 
in our unique all-inclusive 
approach. Our standard R-35 
walls, triple-glazed German 
windows, and passive solar 
design principles are just a 
few of the benefits we have 
to offer. With evoDOMUS you 
can rely on our team to create 
a beautiful, sustainable, and 
custom dream home.

For more information visit 
our website or call.

Tel. 216–772-2603
evodomus.com
 

Modernism 
Redefined©



Rooms We Love
Special Interest Publication from Dwell 

With 168 pages focused on inspiring 
and beautiful rooms. Our editors reveal 
never-before-seen tips, tricks, and ideas.
Order online: store.dwell.com

Method Homes
Down to Earth Prefab™

Method Homes builds 
healthy, beautiful, high-
performance prefab that 
is unmatched in quality. 
Whether you are looking 
for an efficient cabin retreat, 
a modern family home, or a 
fully custom option, Method 
can deliver. We offer turnkey, 
full-service construction 
throughout the United States 
and Canada.

Visit our website to explore 
all eight series of architect-
designed homes and
limitless custom options.

Tel. 206–789-5553
info@methodhomes.net
methodhomes.net

Stepstone, Inc. offers over 
100,000 combinations of standard 
pre-cast concrete products: 
Hardscape pavers, Roof, & Deck 
Pavers, Wall Cap, Pool Coping, 
Stairtreads & more! Stepstone has 
a ready response to the demands 
of your next project. Handmade 
precast concrete products that 
will beautify any space. 
12 standard colors and 6 finishes; 
custom colors upon request.  
Available Nationwide.

Toll-free 800-572-9029
stepstoneinc.com

Stepstone Inc.

Visit our website to see that we 
have the most high-end out-
door furniture in the U.S.A., all 
fully assembled, in stock, and 
white glove delivery nation-
wide. Featured here is our Raw 
Concrete tapered leg dining table 
with a-grade teak Fiesta Chairs, 
Horizon Stacking Chairs and 
Hampton Bench.

We have been manufacturing 
outdoor furniture for 25 years. 
We carry a-grade teak, reclaimed 
teak, 316 marine grade stain-
less steel, Batyline® mesh, Viro® 
outdoor wicker, raw concrete and 
Sunbrella®. Open to the public 
daily, all at wholesale prices. 

Toll-free 800-343-7707
teakwarehouse.com

Teak Warehouse

Loll Designs Inc.

Lollygagger Picnic Table
 
Loll Designs inspires people to appreciate 
the outdoors. 

lolldesigns.com

Photo credit: Jenny Pfeiffer, Pfeiffer Foto.



M
O

D
E

R
N

 M
A

R
K

E
T

Md-canvas.com

Transform Your Space Today with our Jumbo Size Modern Art for JUST $399, plus FREE SHIPPING!

A “modern digital canvas” is the affordable, strong, and cool art solution for any interior. Over 300 
exclusive images created in our New York design studio are printed with archival inks on rich canvas. 
They arrive to your door fully stretched and in ready to hang sizes–— jumbo $399, medium $299, and 
small $199. Sized from three to five feet tall! Get a solid wood frame on any canvas for just $59. 

Call us or shop 24/7 on our secure website. New high-gloss metal prints available from $199!

Toll-free 888-345-0870

md-canvas.com

FormLA Landscaping 
Design+Build+Sustain

FormLA Landscaping is transforming 
Los Angeles, one lush, beautiful, sustain-
able landscape at a time! Offering LEED 
Design+Build services and sustainable 
maintenance in the L.A. area.

See L.A.’s new lush, low-water look at the 
iconic Descanso Gardens’ Center Circle 
Garden.

Tel. 310-979-9002 
info@formlainc.com
formla.com

The OGK Lounge Chair was designed 
in 1962 by Danish architect Ole Gjerløv–
Knudsen. The chair is comprised of  
sustainably harvested beech, which is met 

with natural jute slip.

Skovshoved Mobelfabrik, $520
store.dwell.com

OGK Portable Lounge Chair

WETMAR BiO™
The world’s most eco-friendly 
composite material.

All WETSTYLE bathtubs, 
lavatories and shower receptors 
are made of WETMAR BiO™. 
An industry first, WETMAR 
BiO™ is an eco-friendly 
thermo-insulating material 
made primarily from a mix 
of Mother Earth’s natural 
ingredients – soy extracts and 
mineral stone – replacing the 
petrochemical-based resins in 
heavy use by the industry. 

Handcrafted in Montreal, 
Canada

Shown: BC08 Bathtub, Cube 
Collection

Toll-free 888-536-9001
WETSTYLE.ca/wetmar-bio



This stunning collection of 
Evernote Original pieces 
bring warmth and character 
to the modern workspace. 
Made for your monitor, 
laptop, or tablet, these bent 
plywood platforms 
are designed to balance 
aesthetics and function. 

evernote.com/market

Evernote Market

Pfeiffer Collection

Fermob
Unique artistry and skillful 
construction make Fermob 
the outdoor furniture of 
choice in prestigious loca-
tions worldwide, such as the 
Jardin du Luxembourg (Paris) 
and Times Square (NYC). 
Seen here is the newest mem-
ber of the Sixties collection. 
Through this chair, designer 
Frédéric Sofia captures the 
essence of retro design and 
adds to it a modern twist. 
Aluminum and technical resin 
make it outdoor-friendly and 
its comfort and mobility make 
it the perfect piece for any 
indoor or outdoor space.

Tel. 678-267-2029
fermobusa.com

Forget everything you know 
about ceiling fans. Winner of 46 
design awards, Haiku® by Big Ass 
Fans® combines silent operation 
with innovative technology. 

Handcrafted of sustainable 
bamboo, polished aluminum or 
matrix composite, it’s the result 
of years of research and develop-
ment, hundreds of prototypes 
and an unequaled drive for 
perfection. 

Automate your comfort with 
SenseME™ technology, which 
integrates with the Nest Learning 
Thermostat™ for savings all year. 

Haiku: the ceiling fan, perfected. 

bigassfans.com

Big Ass Fans

A duvet cover redesigned for simplicity, 
luxury and comfort. This patented design  
features openings on both sides.  

Experience an easy way to cover your duvet. 

duvation.com

Duvation

Simple, modern and completely authentic. 
Brokis’ Shadow Pendants combine age-old 
techniques with new materials to create a 
beautiful juxtaposition.

Tel. 877-445-4486
lumens.com/brokis

Only at Lumens

This handcrafted shuffleboard table is  

comprised of ash wood that is assembled 

and hand-stained in Atlanta. It features 

geometric legs, a leather gutter, and a thick 

1.5-inch solid hardwood butcher block.

Chandra, $6,250

store.dwell.com

Chandra Shuffleboard Table
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Contemporary, 
Intelligatic
Stillwater Dwellings

Wood | Metal | Modern
Adam Bentz Furniture

Stillwater Dwellings prefab homes 
are built using systems-based 
sustainable construction support-
ing a high-level of design and 
craftsmanship while controlling 
costs. The Stillwater team guides 
you through the custom home 
process, from personalizing 
the design to defining site require-
ments. All Stillwater Dwellings 
come with upfront fixed final 
pricing to eliminate unwanted 
surprises. More than 20 floor plans 
to start from. 

Toll-free 800-691-7302
stillwaterdwellings.com/dwell 

Northwest craftsmanship, com-
bining wood and metal to create 
heirloom quality pieces. Designed 
with a truly imaginative, modern 
aesthetic. Winner of Rising Star 
Furniture Maker Award 2014.

Tel. 206-683-2706 
adambentzfuniture.com 

MODERN MARKET

For more information on 
affordable ways to reach 
Dwell Design Seekers 
or to be a part of Modern 
Market, please email us:

modernmarket@dwell.com

Shades of Green is a full-service 
landscape architecture studio 
focused on sustainable landscape 
design in both residential and 
commercial applications.

We deliver modern, practical 
design solutions that emerge from 
thoughtful consideration of our 
clients’ needs and the physical and 
cultural elements of the landscape. 

Located in Sausalito, California, 
we strive to integrate sustainable 
systems such as green roofs, 
site-appropriate plantings, and 
water conservation and recycling 
strategies into our projects.

Tel. 415-332-1485
shadesofgreenla.com

Shades of Green

Rest and rejuvenate in your private oasis with 
the Toscana pavilion. Frame, canopy and a 
variety of side curtains each available in 100+ 
colors.

Tel. 877-530-8873
michaelcaravita.com

CARAVITA
Toscana Pavilion Series

Stylish, classic beds. Oh-so comfortable 
mattresses. Now online and direct from our 
NYC factory showroom (iron daybed above 
$699).

Tel. 866-818-6702
charlesprogers.com 

Charles P. Rogers & Co. Beds



Sourcing
The products, furniture, architects, designers,  
and builders featured in this issue.

64 Profile

Vintage armchairs and  

sofas by Percival Lafer  

for Brazil Contempo

1stdibs.com

chairish.com

ebay.com

80 Profile

Tripp Trapp chair by Peter 

Opsvik for Stokke

stokke.com

100 French Fix

Pod Lens pendants by Ross 

Lovegrove for Luceplan

luceplan.com

Bed, bedside tables, desk, 

shelf, console, and bookcase 

by Abigail Turin

kallosturin.com

Fronzoni ’64 chair and bed by 

A.G. Fronzoni, Extra Big 

Shadow floor lamp by Marcel 

Wanders, Steel Box by Carolo 

Colombo, White cube side 

table with cast apples by Ilaria 

Marelli, Satori round side 

tables by Mario Mazzer, 

Rainbow chair by Patrick 

Norguet, all for Cappellini

cappellini.it

Flight recliner by Jeffrey 

Bernett and Nicholas Dodziuk 

and Line credenza by Nathan 

Yong for Design Within Reach

dwr.com

Vintage coatrack by  

Fontana Arte

fontanaarte.com

Fogg rugs by Gunilla 

Lagerhem Ullberg for Kasthall

kasthall.com

Countertop in Blizzard  

by Caesarstone

caesarstoneus.com

Cooktop, wall ovens, 

refrigerator, and dishwasher 

by Jenn-Air

jennair.com

Venice terrazzo tile from 

Concrete Collaborative

concrete-collaborative.com

Drawer pulls by Linnea

linnea-home.com

Dining table and chairs by 

Warren Platner

knoll.com

Vintage Ozoo collection by 

Marc Berthier, Equation 

sofa, and Bi-Pod stool, all  

for Roche Bobois

roche-bobois.com

Vintage Telegono table  

lamp by Vico Magistretti  

for Artemide

1stdibs.com

108 And Sons

Caravaggio pendant lamp by 

Cecilie Manz for Lightyears

lightyears.dk 

Sara dining table and Hee  

bar stools by Hay

hay.dk

Circle table with stools and 

Cube by Small-Design

small-design.dk

Skylight windows by Vitral 

vitral.co.uk 

Shell chairs by Charles and 

Ray Eames for Herman Miller

store.hermanmiller.com

White-stained oak flooring  

by Dinesen

dinesen.com 

Faucet by Vola

vola.com

Mole’s Breath paint by  

Farrow & Ball 

us.farrow-ball.com 

Scandanavia sofa by Bolia

bolia.com 

Vintage glass pendant  

by Holmegaard

holmegaard.com 

Bunk beds from IKEA

ikea.com

116 Retroactive

Archiver by James Irvine, Big 

White Pot by Hella Jongerius, 

and Croquet shelving system 

by Michael Marriott for SCP

scp.co.uk

Glo-Ball T table lamp, One-tier 

table, and Slatted bar stools 

by Jasper Morrison; Field Day 

throw and pillow by Donna 

Wilson; Balzac lounge and 

ottoman by Matthew Hilton; 

Bubble Lamp Criss Cross 

Saucer Pendant by George 

Nelson; Cedric desk by Kay + 

Stemmer; Woodgate sofa and 

Parallel shelving system by 

Terence Woodgate; Peaks 

linen basket and placemat and 

Blocks linen basket by Donna 

Wilson for People of the Sun, 

all from the Dwell Store

store.dwell.com

Thinking Man’s Chair by 

Jasper Morrison for Cappellini

cappellini.it

Art prints by Mark McGinnis

mistermcginnis.com

Kitchen table and chairs  

by Alvar Aalto for Artek

artek.fi

Headboard from  

Heal’s Leather

heals.co.uk

Mahogany kitchen system  

by Poggenpohl 

poggenpohl.com

136 Finishing Touch

Esque Studio

esque-studio.com

cedarandmoss.com
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When contacting our advertisers, 

please be sure to mention that you 

saw their ads in Dwell.

Contact Our 
Advertisers

AGS Stainless

888-842-9492
AGSstainless.com

American Leather

americanleather.com/dp

Apple

apple.com/worldgallery

Bartels Doors

866-529-5679
bartelsdoors.com

BAS Solutions

877-326-5455
bigassfans.com/dwell

BDI

bdiusa.com

BeOriginal

beoriginalamericas.com

Bensen

bensen.ca

Blu Dot

612-782-1844 
bludot.com

Bluebeam

866-496-2140
bluebeam.com

BoConcept

boconcept.com

Bosch

800-944-2904
bosch-home.com/us

Caesarstone

caesarstoneus.com

Chamberlain

800-528-9131
chamberlain.com

DesignJunction

thedesignjunction.co.uk

Dwell Homes

844-OWN DWELL
dwellhomes.com

Dwell Store

store.dwell.com

Fermob USA

fermob.com

Hastens

hastens.com

Henrybuilt 

henrybuilt.com

Hive Modern

866-MOD-HIVE
hivemodern.com

Humbolt Redwood

getredwood.com/olle

J Geiger

jgeigershading.com

KitchenAid

kitchenaid.com/bold

Knoll

knoll.com

Lacava

888-522-2823
lacava.com

LG Studio

lgstudio.com

Lightology 

866-954-4489
lightology.com/dwellhf

Lindal Cedar Homes

1-888-4lindal 
lindal.com/lac

Loewen

loewen.com

Lumens

877-445-4486
lumens.com

Luvo

luvoinc.com/wheretobuy

Marvin

218-386-1430
marvin.com

Minted

minted.com

Modern Fan

888-588-3267
modernfan.com

Modern Forms

800-526-2588 
modernforms.com

Modern Steel Doors

modernsteeldoors.com

Mother Earth News Fair

motherearthnewsfair.com

Nana Wall Systems

800-873-5673
nanawall.com

Natuzzi

natuzzi.us
Neolith

neolith.com

Rabbit Air

888-866-8862
rabbitair.com

Resource Furniture

212-753-2039
resourcefurniture.com

Rolex Tudor

tudorwatch.com

Samuel Heath

samuel-heath.com

Scavolini

212-334-6776
scavolini.com

Shade Store, The

theshadestore.com

Sonneman

sonnemanawayoflight.com

Sunbrella

sunbrella.com/croquet

Sustainable Furnishings 

Council

sustainablefurnishings.org

Tempur Pedic

tempurpedic.com

Turkel Prefab

turkeldesign.com

Varidesk

800-990-0339
varidesk.com

Western Window Systems

877-268-1300
westernwindowsystems.com

Wilsonart

800-433-3222
wilsonart.com

Woolly Pocket

877-796-6559
woollypocket.com

Workshop1

workshop1.com

Shop store.dwell.com

Discover  

Modern Design 

at the  

Dwell Store



For something that ends up as fragile as glass, the 

process behind its making is quite physical. Artist and 

designer Andi Kovel picked up the practice while studying 

sculpture, and in collaboration with Justin Parker as Esque 

Studios, she spins, twists, twirls, and polishes the red-hot 

material for nearly every handmade creation. Their design 

process usually starts with a sketch, but the pair use their 

studio as an arena for improvisation. “The pieces that seem 

to work best long-term feel smooth and organic while 

we’re making them,” says Kovel, who has worked alongside 

Parker for nearly two decades. Their latest experiments, 

plus a growing demand for custom projects, have led them 

to lighting design, and this year they’ve debuted a collabo-

ration with fellow Portland makers Cedar & Moss as well  

as a line of their own. “Our goal,” says Kovel, “is to lead the 

movement of trend by creating new notions in glass—

attaching craft to function to fine art, and to break away 

from the notion of craft as kitsch.” 

Esque Studio is based out of a 

3,000-square-foot warehouse 

in the St. Johns neighborhood 

of Portland, Oregon. Designers 

Andi Kovel (below) and Justin 

Parker share the space with 

three dogs and their landlord’s 

fleet of champion race cars.

In her Portland studio, designer  
Andi Kovel of Esque Studios transforms 
molten glass into colorful creations—
including a new foray into lighting. 

Playing
With Fire

text by

Heather Corcoran
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SHOWROOMS NATIONWIDE  |  THESHADESTORE.COM

WE FOUND OUR INSPIRATION.

WHERE WILL YOU FIND YOURS?™

Expert advice, unexpected ideas and hundreds of exclusive 

materials for custom shades, blinds and drapery.




